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The Covid 19 pandemic has affected just about everything nationally 

and globally, including the struggle for African-American 

Reparations. Black Reparations, in the words of attorney and activist 

Nkechi Taifa, include “a formal acknowledgement of historical wrong 

and an official unfettered apology;” “recognition that the injury has 

continued and manifests itself today;” “a commitment to address the 

harms caused by the wrong;” and “actual compensation in whatever 

form or forms are negotiated in a settlement agreement with those who 

were harmed.” 

 

Black Reparations efforts go back to the early 1800s. Black Americans 

have always fought to get justice and economic restitution for their 

suffering under slavery, Jim Crow, and other legal forms of 

discrimination.  

 

A number of U.S. cities have begun to offer reparations plans: among 

them Amherst, Massachusetts; Providence, Rhode Island; and Asheville, 

North Carolina. Evanston, Illinois led the way: in 2019 the city council 

voted for a $10 million reparations plan introduced by then-Alderman 

Robin Rue Simmons. In March 2021, the council approved the first 

phase of that plan: a $400,000 fund to help Black homeowners address 

their critical housing needs. In January, the first 16 recipients—residents 

of the city between 1919 and 1969 called “Ancestors”—were awarded 

$25,000 grants for home purchase, improvement, or mortgage 

assistance. (Descendants of Ancestors and Black residents victimized by 

housing discrimination also will be eligible.) 

 

Higher-learning institutions such as Harvard, Rutgers, and the 

University of Virginia also are onboard. The Virginia Theological 



Seminary wanted to make amends to the descendants of 

enslaved African people and Black workers under segregation who 

labored on its campus for little or no pay between 1823 and 1951. In 

2019, the school set aside $1.7 million for that purpose. It began 

disbursing the fund last year. 

 

All of the above are great first steps. But I believe that the U.S. federal 

government must be the primary force to establish Black Reparations. 

That case is made by William Darity, a professor at Duke University, 

and A. Kirsten Mullen, founder of the arts-consulting organization 

Artefactual. In an article for the Philadelphia Inquirer, they argue that 

Black people account for about 12% of the nation's population but 

possess only 2% of its wealth. They say the federal government created 

and maintains the conditions that produced the Black-white wealth gap, 

“including slavery, legal segregation, white-terrorist massacres, and 

lynchings leading to seizures of Black-owned property, redlining, 

discriminatory application of the GI Bill, mass incarceration, and 

employment bias."  

 

The Ending Racism Task Force and the Philadelphia Ethical Society 

support a Congressional hearing on House bill H.R. 40, federal 

legislation that would establish a commission to study the national 

legacy of slavery and implementation of reparations. That effort is 

chaired by Rep. Shelia Jackson Lee. Activists and allies are pushing for 

the Biden/Harris administration to throw all of their support behind the 

bill and its passage.  

 

(Some of us are also members of the National Coalition of Blacks for 

Reparations in America (N'COBRA), a coalition of individuals and 

organizations created "for the sole purpose of obtaining reparations for 

African descendants in the United States.") 

 

Black Reparations is a struggle for equality on many levels: social, 

economic, cultural, moral, ethical, and practical. America can never 



truly heal until this is done. Reparations can help to repair and rebuild 

this nation and this planet for the good of all. Peace! 
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