Ethical Views
June 2005

Summer Programs
Colloquys* and Discussions
Sunday, June 5
10:30 AM – Annual Camp Linden
Picnic – $10 - $5 if you bring a dish.
Members and friends - Enjoy the finest
picnic meal in the most beautiful
outdoor setting anywhere at our lovely
camp on the Brandywine. We will
leave the Society building at 10:30
AM - call the office to reserve a ride or
to offer one.
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concentrating on future work and
programs of the Ethical Action
Committee. All members and friends
are invited to provide input.

Sunday, July 24
10:00 AM – Discussion: Can you trust
the news media? For half of this
session, member Bob Moore will look
at a single case -- The Philadelphia
Evening Bulletin, a respected daily
newspaper that ran from 1847 to 1982.
Now, mysteriously, it's been revived ...
as a shrill, partisan political organ. For
the second half, we'll invite members
Sunday, June 12 No program.
to share their own examples of media
bias. Bring your own lies and halfSunday, June 19
10:00 AM – Colloquy and Discussion: truths. Videotapes and clippings are
All members and friends are welcome welcomed.
to participate in an energizing,
meditative experience.
At the Sunday, July 31
discussion following the colloquy, 10:00 AM – Colloquy and Discussion:
contribute your ideas to the Education Colloquy followed by discussion (at
Committee on programs you'd like to 11:00 AM) of work of Membership
Community
Committees
see at the Philadelphia Ethical Society and
focusing
on
planning
for
the
upcoming
for the 2005-06 season.
season.
Sunday, June 26
11:00 AM – Program: Enhancing the Sunday, August 7
Vital Role of the United Nations: A 10:00 AM – Discussion: Leader
60th Anniversary Celebration of the Richard Kiniry will lead a discussion
Founding of the UN on June 26, 1945, in of the book, Last Hours of Ancient
San Francisco. The program features an Sunlight - The Fate of the World and
address by former Senator Harris What We Can Do Before It’s Too
Wofford on The United Nations: Its Late, by Thom Hartmann.
Past and Present and a discussion led
Sunday, August 14
by Craig Eisendrath. (See flier.)
10:00 AM – Colloquy: T.B.A.
Sunday, July 3 -- No program.
*Colloquies are contemplative, meditative
Sunday, July 10
10:00 AM – Discussion: Leader
Richard Kiniry will lead a discussion
of the book, The End of Poverty:
Economic Possibilities for Our Time,
by Jeffrey Sachs.
Sunday, July 17
10:00 AM – Colloquy and Discussion:
Colloquy followed by a discussion

experiences accompanied by music during
which we thoughtfully consider a specific
topic, introduced by a facilitator,
concerning how we relate to ourselves and
to each other, and reflect on its meaning
by pondering a related question, readings,
and parable. You may speak if the spirit
moves you, or remain quiet.
These
gatherings provide enlightening and
tranquil respites from the distractions of
the busy world outside.
<>

New Members Acknowledged
At May 15th Platform
New members were
welcomed by Richard
Kiniry Leader; Howard
Peer, President; and Saul
Machles (on left in photos),
Chair, New Members
Committee.
(Top to bottom):
Mary Scholl
Jim Cummings
Tom Carroll
Henry Pashkow
(Not present):
Carole Erb
Adam Pine

After greeting new members, Richard
Kiniry invited one of our longtime
members, Ethel Boyer (below)to say
a few words to the membership.

Recently I have given consideration to
our human condition & I wonder what
we have gotten ourselves into. Men,
and I’m talking about us males here,
were not built to function as we are
generally required. Our (male) human
nature, molded over hundreds of
thousands of years of conditioning, is
to have intense periods of high output
followed by extended periods of
idleness or leisure. But in our modern
culture leisure is scorned as time
wasted & opportunity lost. And that is
true - if we are viewed as simple
production devices. More hours mean
more output.
But creativity &
innovation seldom result.
Men, and I mean males, evolved as
hunters. And there is no worse hunter
than an industrious hunter.
An
industrious hunter needs to DO
something. He gets out and tromps
around & covers a lot of ground &
expends much energy. But the smart
hunter knows that to be successful he
must blend in, become part of the
woods. He must wait, patiently, and
quietly, and patiently.
Now
understand, I am talking about
primitive hunting with primitive
weapons. The smart hunter must be
able to be quiet with no one to talk to
but his inner-self. In some ways
hunting can be more like meditation
than sport.

President’s
Message
by Howard Peer

Summer is upon us and the weather is
cheerful. Summer is a time of long
lazy days & leisurely pursuits. It is a
time of physical & spiritual
rejuvenation,
contemplation
&
relaxation. At least that is the ideal
that we are given as children when we
get a whole ten weeks off at one shot.
Maybe the theory is to give the little
buggers what they want and at the end
of ten weeks they will be so bored they
will be pleading for school to start.
Well, it did not work for me.

So there is the hunt, the feast, and
then, if conditions permit, a period of
plenty. I contend that this cycle may
have provided us with a means for our
technological development: in that it
provides long periods of quiet time in
which to think after the kill & feast.
This leisure time was when we would
put our thoughts & ideas into action.
How unlike that is our "American
Work Ethic".
Obviously I am advocating a point
here. We, in general, do not take
sufficient time to listen to and get to
know ourselves. And we suffer for it.
Being quiet can be hard work because
it is while being quite that we are
invaded by all those uncomfortable

thoughts & emotions. We either have
to deal with them, or find ways to
avoid them. We can think or watch
TV or surf the net.
Now this does not mean we should be
anti-social & avoid all human contact.
We have a nearly full schedule here at
the PES this summer to provide you
with stimulation & companionship.
Keep in touch with the schedule on the
web site (www.phillyethics.net). But
we should not feel guilty about taking
time to laze, to "do" nothing except
review, analyze, reflect, contemplate,
& perhaps plan & scheme.
So, do something un-American & have
a leisurely summer. Take your time,
relax, listen to yourself think. Drop by
the Society for some Summer events.
See you in September.
<>

In April, PES members had the
privilege of hearing Jeremy Gill
(left) and Tim Ribchester (right)
play a work written for four hands
on the piano.

Platform Summaries
April 17: Tim Ribchester argued that
music achieves its ethical dimension
not when it is recorded but when it is
performed live for an audience. In that
spontaneity, the musician must make
interesting choices to engage the
audience by highlighting a particular
tension in the piece in a particular
way. By contrast, recorded music has
been reduced to a commodity,
marketed as specific styles that never
dare to surprise consumers lest they be
alienated and consume elsewhere.
Recorded music, he said, discourages
people from the study of music. Most
(Continued next page)

Platform Summaries (Continued)
people, unable to produce something as
skilled as what comes out of the
machine, end up not attempting to
produce music at all. What is lost is
direct participation in a human endeavor.
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Mr. Ribchester contrasts how society
enjoys music to how society enjoys
sports. Like sports, music should be
appreciated for its spontaneity, should be
engaged in by people of all skill levels,
and should be enjoyed by professionals,
amateurs, and spectators alike.
─ Ken Greiff
May 1: Our PES leader, Richard
Kiniry, gave us a big picture view of
ethical humanism, and framed it in such
a way as to explain why the world’
problems are ‘all our fault.’
He began by pointing out that unlike
most other religious organizations, our
building is fairly plain and has few clues
about our philosophy. The simple
meeting place and minimal formality are
signs that ethical humanism does not
impose a lot of structure and hierarchy.
Across the top of our proscenium arch
we have our theme: “The place where
we meet to seek the highest is holy
ground.” Anyone who tries to lead a
good and meaningful life will find a
home here. He went on to explain that
we all live in two worlds. There is the
natural world around us that we do not

create. Then there is the human-made
world, which results from our choices.
But this is not separate from the world of
nature. Ethical Humanists do not believe
in the separation of the two, by spiritual
means or otherwise. What we do in our
human-made world is our chance to
make both realms better and promote the
fulfillment of each person. Thus no
cause or project is of more importance
than the respect due to each individual.
Placing any cause above the life of each
person creates an unpleasant world, and
there is no one else to blame for this
world but you and me. The challenge is
to create a world that accommodates
each of us as we are trying to be
ourselves.
─ Janice R. Moore
April 24th: We celebrated Earth
Day by reading the Earth Charter,
developed in various United Nation
commissions and events between
1987 and 1997. Richard Kiniry
presented a background statement
and read the components of the
Preamble to the Charter: "Earth,
Our
Home,"
"The
Global
Situation,"
"The
Challenges
Ahead,"
and
"Universal
Responsibility." Then
Ethical
Society members and attendees
read each of the 16 principles of
the Charter. Lew Wilkinson,
Terry Martin-Murley, Ellen
Rose, and Janice Moore read the
four principles under the heading
"Respect and Care for the
Community of Life." Nick
Sanders, Temma Fishman, Carol
Bond, and Jeff Dubb read the four
related to "Ecological Integrity."
The principles associated with
"Social and Economic Justice"
were presented by Madeleine
Suringar, John Hall, Lyle
Murley, and Harry Thorn. The
final
four
principles
on
"Democracy, Nonviolence, and
Peace" were read by Ken Greiff,
Tom Carroll, Bob Moore, and
Saul Machles. Ruth Ann Dubb
completed the readings by
presenting "The Way Forward,"
the concluding statement of the
Earth Charter.
— Nick Sanders
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7:30 PM
Camp Linden
Board of Trustees
at Carol Love’s
home

CAMP LINDEN
ANNUAL PICNIC
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Thursday

14
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Meeting
7:30 PM
Board of Trustees

No program

19 10 AM
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21

22

23

27 First day

28

29

30

Colloquy and
discussion

26 11 AM
UNITED NATIONS
60TH BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

for campers
at Camp Linden

SUMMER SUNDAY COLLOQUYS & BOOK DISCUSSIONS
June 12

No program

June 19

10:00am – Colloquy and discussion of Education
Committee plans

June 26

11:00am – Celebration of United Nations’ 60th birthday

July 3

No program

July 10

10:00am – Book Discussion led by Richard Kiniry

July 17

10:00am – Colloquy and discussion of Ethical Action
Committee plans

July 24

10:00am – Discussion of media bias led by Bob Moore

July 31

10:00am – Colloquy and dicsussion of Membership
Committee, and Community Committee plans.

August 7

10:00am – Book Discussion led by Richard Kiniry

August 14

10:00am – Colloquy

SUMMER BIRTHDAYS

Temma Fishman – June 3
Janice Moore – June 7
Monica Peer – June 10
Robert R. Allen – June 18
Sylvia Bornkoff Polizzi ─ June 19
Harry Thorn – July 9
William Goldberg – July 20
David Ralston – July 23
Carol Erb – July 23
Jim Erb – July 24
Elisabeth Lightbourn – July 26
Carole Karash – August 12

Enhancing the Vital Role of the United Nations:
A 60th Anniversary Celebration of the
Founding of the U.N. in San Francisco on June 26, 1945

The United Nations: Its Past and Present
Senator Harris Wofford
Key in launching the Peace Corps in 1961 and
in organizing AmeriCorps and the Corporation for National Service
Past President, Bryn Mawr College
With

Dr. Craig Eisendrath
Senior Fellow, Center for International Policy
Sunday, June 26, 2005, 11 AM,
and luncheon after program
Philadelphia Ethical Society, 1906 So. Rittenhouse Square, Center City Philadelphia

Sponsored by the Philadelphia Ethical Society and
the United Nations Association of Greater Philadelphia
Contact Nick Sanders by phone: (215) 662-5636, or by email: sanders508@earthlink.net
for further information.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clip and return to Phila. Ethical Society, 1906 So. Rittenhouse Square, Phila. 19103
Postmarked by June 17, 2005
Name: ____________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: ________________________________
Check:

____ Program and Luncheon: $20 ($10 students with proper ID)
to "Philadelphia Ethical Society"

Or
____ Program only: Free (though donations appreciated to defray costs)
If you want to attend, please mail this information by June 17, 2005.
(We need to have a count for seating and food.)
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The Ethical Action Committee of the Philadelphia Ethical Society held an
Election Forum on May 15th to discuss ways to ensure fair elections in the
future. From left to right, PES Member Bob Moore, facilitator of the event
and moderator; Mary Beth Kuznik, a seasoned activist and poll worker from
Pittsburgh; Lynn Landes, a well-known champion of election reform; and
Josh Mitteldorf, a statistician from Temple University, who provide eyeopening statistical information from the last two presidential elections.
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