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Sunday, February 1, 2009
Straight Talk
Speaker: Richard L. Kiniry: 
Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia
Each of us has an individual style of 
communication, and that style can do 
more to affect those around us than our 
words. We can learn to communicate 
our thoughts and needs honestly while 
respecting the integrity of others.  

Sunday, February 8, 2009
Defending the Public, Social Activism 
within the Criminal Justice System
Speaker: Nyssa Taylor, Assistant 
Public Defender-Major Trials 
Division, Defender Association of 
Philadelphia
The 6th Amendment of the United States 
Constitution guarantees the assistance 
of counsel for those facing criminal 
prosecution.  For poorer clients, public 
defenders are the last, best defense. 
Defenders strive to preserve the rights 
of the individual and to protect him or 
her against the unmitigated power of the 
State.  Regardless of the crime, public 
defenders seek to render excellent 
defense and service. But who are these 
clients? Who are the public defenders 
entrusted to their defense? How do 
these attorneys resist the inequalities in 
the criminal justice system?

Sunday, February 15, 2009
The Tsunami of Charles Darwin: 
A Sea Change in Human Thought 
Speaker: Tony Hileman, Ethical 
Culture Leader, Humanist Lecturer 
and Activist

Evolutionary ideas 
had been around 
for centuries when 
Charles Darwin 
published On 

the Origin of Species 150 years ago. 
The seismic impact of his elegantly 
simple theory lies in its explanation 
of how evolution occurs, by means 
of natural selection encompassing the 
transmutation of species, one species 
evolving into another. His thinking 
swamped the science, philosophy 
and religion of the 19th century, and 
its aftershocks are still evident in 
those fields today. His theory caused 
nothing less that a sea change in how 
human beings view life, nature and 
themselves.

 Sunday, February 22, 2009
Perspectives of Community Service
Speakers: Three Members of City Year 
Philadelphia
As part of AmeriCorps these young 
people have dedicated 10 months to 
full-time service in Philadelphia neigh-
borhoods and schools.  They will dis-
cuss their motivations, experiences and 
goals as they are engaged in commu-
nity transformation projects and as they 
see significances of activism for them-
selves and for others.

 <>

President’s
Message

Remembering 
Oscar

by Temma Fishman

On January 4th, we held our annual 
Memorial Sunday platform at the 
Society. On that day, I memorialized 
my dear friend, Oscar the cat. On 
December 24th, my husband Arnold 
and I took Oscar to the vet one last 

(Continued next page)

We follow up on last year’s 
celebration, with a celebratory 
party for the 200th birthday of the 
eccentric English scientist who first 
defined the theory of evolution.  
We’ll have door prizes, a musical 
dance number, a replay of the 
Dover “intelligent design” trial, and 
an everybody-participates contest 
on the history of life with silly 
prizes. Plus the usual good food 
and drink. $5 if you bring a dish to 
share, $10 if you don’t.

CHARLES DARWIN BIRTHDAY BASH & EHSoP SERVICE AUCTION 

Request for Service Auction 
Items and Events - At the Charles 
Darwin Birthday Bash, we want to 
unveil the service auction items 
and events for Spring 2009. Please 
prepare sign up sheets for your 
item or event (type of event, date, 
number of participants, donation) 
and EHSoP members will have 
the first chance to sign up at the 
party. If you have questions, please 
contact Jean or Nick or Jeffrey.

Friday, February 20, 7:00 p.m.



BETTER LIVING THROUGH 
BETTER RELATIONSHIPS - We all try to 
get our own way but we can do better. 
At least we can be conscious of our own 
style of manipulation and possibly have 
more respect for our fellow human beings. 
Awareness of your style of relating can 
change your life. Such understanding is 
the goal of this workshop, an advanced 
course in ethical living. We human 
beings tend to isolate ourselves inside 
our heads and miss the fact that we live 
in a world of relationships. We create 
our lives in our relationships with others 
and the world. We can learn to be more 
aware of that world of relationships and 
improve our lives in the process.

Using material from the book, Straight 
Talk, this course presents tools for 
understanding our patterns of action 
and styles of relating and offers practical 
methods of communication that can 
result in more satisfying relationships 
with family, friends and others.   
 

— Led by Richard L. Kiniry
 

Part 1: 
Monday, February 2, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
 
Part 2: 
Saturday, February 7, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m.

SCHOOL FOR ETHICS
A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES - As we mature we 
learn that the history of the United States 
that we learned in high school civics 
class was patriotic but not objective.  This 
discussion group offers an opportunity to 
learn the rest of the story.  Howard Zinn’s 
A People’s History of the United States 
offers the counter history of America 
from Columbus’s arrival in “China” 
(actually, the Bahamas) to the “War on 
Terrorism”.   Members, friends and the 
curious are invited.  The book is available 
in paperback. 

— Led by Richard L. Kiniry.
First Wednesdays of the month –
Next meeting, February 4 - 7:30 p.m.
Weston Room

THE IDEA OF GOD - This three-session 
discussion group will look at what human 
beings have said about God and what 
they have been trying to say about life 
when they speak of God.  We are reading  
Michael Benedikt’s God is the Good We 
Do.  This group is open to members and 
non-members.  
— Led by Richard L. Kiniry.
Second Tuesdays of the month
Next meeting, February 10 - 7:30 p.m. 
Weston Room

time. After an exam and consultation 
with the vet, I decided to have Oscar 
euthanized because she was suffering 
from advanced kidney failure and 
her prognosis was poor. My very best 
friend Arnold was with me every step 
of the way, lending his much-needed 
wisdom and support, as I made the 
decision to have this done. Oscar 
passed peacefully, in a way I wish 
for myself when the time comes. 
 
Oscar came to me as a stray in 
September of ‘98. She had apparently 
been on her own, with her two feline 
buddies, since June of that year, when 
her elderly owner, Mrs. Scattergood, 
passed away. Mrs. Scattergood was a 
neighbor whom I unfortunately never 
got to know. After settling his mother’s 
affairs, her son abandoned her cats by 
turning them loose.
 

Oscar    was    a
true leader. She 
led the way to 
my house, where 
she plaintively 
begged for food 
and attention. 
She got both, 
and her two 

pals soon followed. She lavished much 
affection on her two friends, and eventually 
on me. Oscar was especially attached to 
one of the cats, grooming and mothering 
him whenever she got the chance. She 
could care for others, but at the same time 
was fiercely independent. She was a skilled 
hunter, obviously good at living outdoors 
and protecting her own turf, which she now 
decided was my property. She defended 
her place at the food bowl with low growls, 
causing the other cats to back off. When 
I named her, I was thinking more about 
her personality, which was dominant and 
scrappy (a sign sure sign of masculinity, 
I assumed), than her anatomy, which was 
definitely female, as the vet pointed out to 
me.
 
Oscar loved to have fun, which she did 
at every opportunity. She would happily 
ambush the other cats. In a favorite morning 
game, she would tear through my house, 

race upstairs at top speed, then run down 
and out the door. Pine cones and insects 
were toys she batted around enthusiastically. 
She didn’t hesitate to express herself. She 
would vocalize answers to my questions, 
letting me know when she was hurt or sick 
with plaintive meows. She loved to give 
gifts, often bringing me dead mice and 
other small creatures to enjoy, as her feline 
brain reasoned would be the case.
 
She didn’t hesitate to join any activity 
she could, like keeping me company as I 
tended bird feeders (perhaps having an 
ulterior motive) or being at my side as I 
sat outdoors. She never picked a fight she 
couldn’t win. She avoided aggressive cats 
and tolerated the presence of raccoons and 
possums, even allowing them to eat at her 
bowl. As time passed, her two friends died 
and Oscar had to adjust. She especially 
missed the one she loved so much and 

spent some time expecting him to appear in 
his usual way. But, she went on living her 
life and taking care of herself. Eventually, 
she adopted a new cat, named Gabe, after 
spending some time sizing him up and 
testing him with vigorous attacks. When he 
earned her trust, she became his buddy. She 
chose her friends wisely.
 
Now Gabe and I have to adjust to life 
without Oscar. She was there when I needed 
her. She sat on blankets on my porch, ever 
ready to give and receive attention, while 
surveying the scene before her. Oscar had 
many qualities I admire in others and would 
like to have more of  myself- courage, 
leadership, tolerance, independence, 
intelligence, playfulness and the ability to 
openly express love. She lived life to the 
hilt. Oscar, had she been a person, would 
have been a terrific Ethical Humanist.  <>

President’s Message (Continued)



February 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

                                    

11:00 a.m. Platform:
Defending the Public, 

Social Activism within the 
Criminal Justice System

Nyssa Taylor

Meetings
6:30 p.m.

Education Committee
7:30 p.m.

Ethical Action Cmte.

Meetings 
 6:30 p.m.

Executive Committee
7:30 p.m.

Board of Trustees 

Class -7:30 pm

The Idea 
of God

11:00 a.m. Platform:
The Tsunami of Charles 

Darwin: A Sea Change in 
Human Thought 
Tony Hileman 

Birthdays

Mary Scholl

Amnesty  
International

7:00 p.m. 

Arnold
Fishman

 6:30 p.m
Finance Committee
Class - 7:30 pm

A People’s History 
of the U.S.

Thursday

Night

Talkies

7:00 p.m.

Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives

to the Death 
Penalty
Meeting
6:30pm

11:00 a.m. Platform:
Perspectives of 

Community Service
Three Members of City 

Year Philadelphia

Child Care provided for 
6 years old and under

11:00 a.m. Platform:
Straight Talk

Richard L. Kiniry

7:00 p.m.

Camp Linden 
Board of Trustees

Class -7:30 pm

Better Living
Through
Better

Relationships

Class -10 am

Better Living
Through

Better
Relationships

EHSoP Pro-
crastinators
6:15 pm
at Doobies

Annual Mtg 

Child Care provided for 
6 years old and under

Child Care provided for 
6 years old and under

Child Care provided for 
6 years old and under

February Thursday Night Talkies Movie

Thursday, February 19, 7:00 p.m.

The Dark and Bright Sides of 
Global Warming

Dr. James E. Hansen, the 2008 Nierenberg Award recipient takes a 
sober look at the dangers inherent in global warming and proposes 
specific corrective actions.  Hansen heads the NASA Goddard Institute 
for Space Studies in New York City, a part of the Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. Earth Sciences Division.  Hansen is 
best known for his research in the field of climatology, his testimony 
on climate change to congressional committees in the 1980s that 
helped raise broad awareness of the global warming issue, and his 
continuing advocacy of action to limit the impacts of climate change.  

The 2006 Annual meeting of 
the EHSoP Procrastinators will 
take place on Monday, February 
16 (promptly called to order at 
6:15/6:45 p.m. or thereabouts) 

This will be a lighthearted and 
open invitation to get together 
and have a beer with friends.

Doobies

C.Darwin 
Birthday 

Bash & 
EHSoP 
Service 

Auction

7:00 p.m.
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Ushers - Betsy Lightborn, Coordinator
February 1 - Howard Peer & Doris
   Leicher
February  8 - 
February 15 -        T.B.A.
February 22 -  

Greeters - Ken Greiff, Coordinator
February 1 - 
February  8 - 
February 15 -        T.B.A.
February 22 -  

Coffee Hour Lunch                    
February  1 -   Group A-E 
February  8 -  Group  F-L
February 15 -  Group M-P
February 22 -  Group Q-Z                
                                            

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS

Flower Dedications - Ramona Ward, 
Coordinator

February 1 -  Temma Fishman:  “In 
Loving Celebration of Husband Arnold‛s 
BIG 70th Birthday!!”

February 8 - Bob and Janice Moore:  
“To Honor Our Touchingly Human (and 
Humanist) Ancestor, Charles Darwin, on 
the Occasion of His 200th Birthday!

February 15 - Howard Peer: “In the 
Month of Love, in Honor of His Beloved 
Wife, Doris.”

February 22 - Harry Thorn:  “Extending 
a Welcome to the Obama Family.”


