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Sunday Platforms
movement and faith-based movements,
both progressive and conservative.
This talk will address, optimistically,
the present and possible futures of
these intersections of faith and the
struggle of transgender people for
social justice.
Sunday, December 20, 2009
Winter Solstice
Join us as we use candlelight, poetry and
music to celebrate the Winter Solstice.
Our members and friends will come
together to honor the essential core of
the holiday season – community, love
for life together with family, friends
and all humankind. All are welcome.

Sunday, December 13, 2009
Faith and the Future of the
Transgender Civil Rights Struggle
Sunday, December 27, 2009
Speaker: Richard M. Juang, Co- No Service
Founder of the Interfaith Coalition
for Transgender Equality
The struggle for transgender equality
takes place on many levels, social,
economic, and legal; the movement is
swift and fast-changing. As now, in the
future there will be many complex and
Thursday Night Talkies
unpredictable interactions – conﬂictual
December 17, 7:00 PM
and joyful – between the transgender

<>

Movie, discussion, popcorn & pop
Platforms
at 11:00AM,
Sundays
Coffee Hour
and
Discussion
follow the
Platforms.

Musical interludes performed by pianist
Katarzyna Marzec-Salwinski
Childcare provided
at no charge.
All are welcome!

Arithmetic,
Population
and Energy
Al Bartlett, PhD, who received the
Robert A. Millikan Award for his
outstanding scholarly contributions
to physics education, discusses the
principles and practical implications
of Exponential Growth against a
Finite Resource. His presentation
is clear, concise and accessible for
all. It may also give you nightmares.
This is the real Red Pill!

Party Before
New Year’s
The
Ethical
Humanist
Society
of
Philadelphia (EHSoP) will be hosting its
annual Party Before New Year’s (PBNY)
on Saturday, December 26, 2009, at 8:00
PM, at the Ethical Society building, 1906
South Rittenhouse Square.
Featured will
be Exit Zero,
a Philadelphiabased singing
duet with deep
roots in the
Philadelphia
folk and jazz
music community. Desserts, wine and
other beverages will be provided by Ethical
Society members, and the cost will be $15 if
you bring something, $20 if you don’t. This
is a fund raiser for the Society.
Publicity Photo

Sunday, December 6, 2009
Freedom and the Sacrament of Life
Speaker: Richard L Kiniry, Leader
of the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
Disagreements about a woman’s right
to abortion are often characterized
as differences in levels of respect
for life but actually the disagreement is
a difference in understandings of
what life means. Similar differences
in perspective lie behind many
disagreements that could be avoided
with
clarity
on foundational
perspectives.

(Please see the ﬂyer in this issue for more
information.)

In This Issue
1 Platforms; Thursday Night Talkies;
Party Before New Year’s
2 My Ethical Culture; Get To Know Us
Social; Solstice Celebration & Luncheon
3 SCHOOL FOR ETHICS: Worldly
Wisdom: Great Literature and the
Meaning of Life; Clarifying Our Beliefs;
Moral Mondays in 2010
4 New Member Proﬁle; Thank you For
Your Service; Ethical Electrons
5 Party Before New Year’s Flyer
6 Calendar
7 Please Post - List of EHSoP Activities
for December
8 Flower Dedications, Sunday Morning
Volunteers

My Ethical Culture
By Arnold Fishman

I like Chinese food, but I am not a fan
of the obligatory fortune cookies. They
have both the taste and texture of vintage
cardboard, are mostly not fortunes
and generally are inane. My favorite
is “You would make a Fine Lawyer”
and my nemesis is “Your luck is just
about to change.” Some time ago, after
a particularly satisfying meal, I got a
cookie that I almost passed over. When
I was reminded to open it, the “fortune”
posed a question: “What great things
would you attempt if you knew you
couldn’t fail?” I was so intrigued that I
saved it. Just recently I rediscovered it.
What a profound question!
Having been raised in the Jewish tradition,
and having lost my mother at a very young
age, I struggled to believe in the existence
of a traditional god. You know the one,
the omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent
force that will save you, if only you are
worthy enough. I unashamedly turned my
back on organized religion as a teenager,
without regret. However, in what are
euphemistically called “the golden
years” I have become very religious. I am
a religious Humanist!
According to the dictionary embedded
in my computer, Humanism has three
meanings. In no particular order, they are:
1) “the secular cultural and intellectual
movement of the Renaissance that spread
throughout Europe as a result of the
rediscovery of the arts and philosophy
of the ancient Greeks and Romans”; 2)
“a system of thought that is based on the
values, characteristics, and behavior that
are believed to be best in human beings,
rather than on any supernatural authority”;
and 3) “a concern with the needs, well
being, and interests of people.”
According to that same dictionary, the
ﬁrst four meanings of the word religion
are: “1) peoples’ beliefs and opinions
concerning the existence, nature, and
worship of a deity or deities, and the divine
involvement in the universe and human
life; 2) a particular institutionalized or

personal system of beliefs and practices
relating to the divine; 3) a set of strongly
held beliefs, values and attitudes that
somebody lives by; and 4) an object,
practice, or cause that somebody is
completely devoted to or obsessed by.”
Marrying the words religion and
Humanism we arrive at the conviction
that we are responsible, in the here and
the now, for the here and the now. The
conditions under which we live and the
world, solar system, galaxy, universe
(how big do we dare to think?) that we
leave to our children and grandchildren
are ours, if not to control, then at least to
inﬂuence. The decisions we make have
meaning and real consequences. We do
not have to react, in knee jerk fashion, to
every situation that demands our attention.
We can choose to strive to live purposeful
and uplifting lives. It is the culmination
of countless small advances that affords
us the good life. Without them we would
be huddled around campﬁres in caves
– or perhaps not. We could be arboreal or
extinct. We are the temporary stewards of
this brief moment, grudgingly handed to
us by the last generation and ours to pass
on to the next. Our parents promised us a
better life. Have we kept that promise to
our posterity? Do we pass that baton with
a clear conscience and a similar warrant?
Obviously not, and let he who disagrees,
rise.
But, have we failed? There are some
of us whose lives would be the envy of
kings; there are others whose lives are
pure misery. For the ﬁrst time, it is within
our power to insure that every person
enjoys the fundamental requirements to
live a decent life. From there, if we join
together in wise long-term decisions, we
can turn that decency into luxury. What
a wonderful world it would be! Which
brings me back to the fortune cookie. If I
could not fail, I would change everyone
into an Ethical Humanist, one who is
“obsessed” by “a concern with the needs,
well being, and interests of people.” It is
only then that we can renew the promise
unbroken, “I leave to you a better world.”
Wouldn’t that be a great thing?
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Get To Know Us
Social
The Ethical Society will
be holding a Get to Know
Us Social on Friday,
December 11th at 7:30pm
in the Weston Room. This is
an opportunity for newcomers
and members to learn about
the history and philosophy of
the Ethical Culture movement
and to share with each other
how our spiritual journeys
have led us towards Ethical
Humanism.
Help introduce newcomers
to the spirit and beliefs of
Ethical Humanism while
enjoying tasty foods and
beverages. Everyone
is
encouraged to attend. Invite
a newcomer, and come
yourself.

Solstice Celebration and Luncheon
Sunday, December 20th

This is one of the most festive platforms
the EHSoP puts on, with hundreds of
candles, garlands everywhere, reading
selections for everyone, and then a
nice lunch. So that we can have a more
substantial meal, we are asking two
groups to bring food for this event—
people from weeks 3 and 4. Food
more substantial and ambitious than
ﬁnger food is appropriate here. Irene
Putzer will coordinate the culinary
proceedings for the day.

SCHOOL FOR ETHICS
Worldly Wisdom: Great Books and the Meaning of Life

James Sloan Allen has created a humanist approach to the Great
Books. “Worldly wisdom is made up of good ideas and useful
humanism that help us understand our lives and give meaning
to them in this world.” The book, Worldly Wisdom, is a series of
commentaries that follow human wisdom from Homer’s Iliad to
the works of Sartre and Martin Luther King.

COMING SOON IN 2010!!!
Moral Mondays:
Four Ethical Explorations

This class is a chance for members and friends of the Society
to read and discuss those books we meant to read earlier in life
while following the course of humanist thinking through the
ages. Another advantage will be the opportunity to examine
our own lives in the presence of ideas from around the world
and through the ages.

Mondays, 7:15-9:00PM January 18, February 1, February 15, and March 1

This will be a monthly series with participants taking turns in
leading the discussion. We will have copies of James Sloan
Allen’s book to be lent to those leading the discussion and
participants will be expected to have read at least part of the
selection for that month. In December we will be discussing
Plato’s Dialogues: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo.
Pick one and come with some comments and questions.

Join Hugh Taft-Morales at the
Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia for some philosophical
fun. Each class will offer dynamic lectures and group
discussions. Requires about an hour of reading per week.

Tuesday, December 8, 7:30 PM.

Looking for an engaging intellectual
experience? Want to connect classic
western philosophy with common
ethical experiences? Willing to do
some reading?

Jan 18 – Reason, Emotion, Desire
The Moral Psychology of Plato and Hume
The Harmonious Soul - Reason as Charioteer
(Plato)
The Beast Within - Reason as Slave
(Hume)
Feb 1 – Shades of Selﬁshness
Animal Selﬁshness: Survival of the ﬁttest
(Nietzsche, Spencer)
Rational Selﬁshness: The Virtue of being Number One
(Ayn Rand)
Spiritual Selﬁshness: The Drum Major Instinct
(Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Clarifying Our Beliefs
This group will engage in an open discussion of some
of our basic Ethical Humanist ideas. All are invited and
freedom of mind will be respected. What does Bringing
Out the Best in Others actually mean? Is Nontheism
just a way of not saying atheist? Do evil people have
worth?
Tuesday, December 15, 7:30 PM, Weston Room

Feb 15 – Shades of Altruism
Animal Altruism: Sociobiology and Survival
(Peter Singer)
Rational Altruism: Enlightened Self-Interest
Spiritual Altruism: The Value of Sacriﬁce
Mar 1 – Morality Beyond The Self
Self-Actualiztion in the Absolute
(Hegel, Marx, and Bradley)
Autonomy and Relations
Buddhist Detachment

New
Member
Proﬁle
By Janice R. Moore

NIC (that’s the spelling he prefers)
ESPOSITO is a farmer, food safety
activist, teacher, youth counselor, writer
and storyteller.
We began seeing Esposito at platforms
on Sundays after he had helped a local
farm with their fundraiser at the Ethical
Society building. He decided to look
into Ethical Humanism.
“I always explored my spiritual side.
My dad taught me respect for science,
which I thank him for.” When working
in a garden Esposito had seen myriad
independent yet interconnected systems
and all kinds of species, and this opened
his interests in biology and evolution.
“But the garden experience also made
it hard for me to believe that one being
could create such complexity.”
At this point, Esposito considers himself
an Ethical Humanist. He joined the
Society this year. “I’m not interested
in disproving God, but I believe more
in human beings,” he stated.
Born in Blackwood, New Jersey,
Esposito attended Florida Atlantic
University, returning home after two
years to ﬁnish his B.A. degree in
English at Rowan University in nearby
Glassboro, New Jersey.
During his student years, Esposito
traveled with the National Civilian
Community Corp.
He lived in
Covington, Louisiana (outside New
Orleans) right after Hurricane Katrina
struck.
While doing storm relief
service, Esposito was able to gain
hands-on experience at some of the
area’s outlying farms. Later, he was
sent to South America where he was
also able to work on numerous farms.
Esposito now works for the University
of Pennsylvania at their Urban Nutrition

Initiative. In the summer, he employs
his students to work on two farms at
different high schools. “Farming teaches
you about how life is – unpredictable,”
he smiles. “I emphasize this to my
students. So many factors in farming
are unpredictable – the weather, the
soil, the market.”
In the off-farming winter months,
Esposito teaches Career and College
Readiness. This is a youth development/
mentoring situation that teaches
students to translate their skills into
positions as community leaders. He is
still in touch with many of his students
to see what they are doing and to lend
them further support.
Sustainability is a very important issue
to Esposito. Food Safety is another
issue into which Esposito puts a lot of
energy. His goal is to make a secure
local food system in West Philadelphia,
and he is very close to accomplishing
that.
Many of Esposito’s friends are
professional musicians. At one time,
Esposito himself used to busk around
Center City, playing the guitar. (Busking
is a term for playing on sidewalks for
spare change.) His musical interest,
however, has given way to forming a
for-proﬁt Philly Corner Stories, whose
mission is to promote local storytelling.
Excitedly, he continued, “Participants
take the stories and turn them into
performance pieces. Some of the story
performances have been shown at
various venues already, including the
Concert Garden in South Philly, and in
West Philly, at Studio 34 and Bon Fire.
Though deeply committed to farming,
Esposito stated that he is primarily a
writer. He is in the process of applying
to attend the MFA program at Goddard
College in Vermont. If he gets it, he’ll
split his time between Vermont and
Philadelphia, staying a week at a time in
Vermont, then returning to Philadelphia
to tend his various projects here.
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Thank you for your service

Many thanks to those who have
rushed to ush October 18 through
November 15, namely Ron Coburn,
Henry Pashkow, Harry Thorn,
Terry Martin-Murley, Lyle Murley,
Bob and Janice Moore, Tom Carroll,
Saul Machles, Nick Sanders and
Jim Cummings.
Although others have signed up for
future weeks, we can use additional
assistance in setting the stage for our
Sunday morning platforms. If you
would like to serve our community
by ushering either regularly
or occasionally, please contact Betsy
Lightbourn.

NOTICE: A Way You Can
Help To Conserve Our Energy,
Economy and Environment
The following was run in a previous issue
(October 2009) and EHSoP received
only one response. Surely, there are
others who can produce their own printed
version, and who would be willing to help
us save on costs of mailing this as hard
copy. Please take the very few minutes to
opt out by emailing us.
Ethical Electrons
Spare Trees
If electronic delivery of this
newsletter works for you, we’ll be
able to reduce our printing costs
and save on postage, as well as
relieve the tedium of folding and
stamping. If you have a reliable
Internet connection and a working
printer, let us know and we’ll put
you on the list of cyber-savvy people
who get their regular Ethical Views
in electronic PDF format and print
it out themselves. Just send us an
email request at ofﬁce@phillyethics.
org, and we’ll remove your name &
address from the newsletter mailing
label list and put your email address
on the email list. And don’t forget,
you can also download the same
Ethical Views PDF from the EHSoP
website, www.phillyethics.org>.

The Party Before
New Year’s
Saturday
December 26, 2009
8:00 P.M

featuring
EXIT ZERO
a Philadelphia-based singing duet with deep roots in the
city’s folk and jazz music community. The duet consists of
Abraham Dubb, guitar, and Linda Battiste, vocal.
at the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia
1906 South Rittenhouse Square
Desserts, wine and other beverages will be provided.
$20 ($15 if you bring a dessert)
Please RSVP by December 16. Call the EHSoP at 215-735-3456 or e-mail
ofﬁce@phillyethics.org

-------------------------------------------------------------

The Party Before New Year’s

Name: ________________________________
$ enclosed______________

No. attending: ____

Contact info.__________________________________________

For more information, call 215-735-3456 or email ofﬁce@phillyethics.org
All proceeds beneﬁt the work of the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia
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Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

10

11

Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee

Birthdays

*6

7

8

Class
Worldly
Wisdom

Doobies

Freedom and the
Sacrament of Life

“Night In

Richard L Kiniry

Infamy”
6:30pm

*13

Faith and the Future
of the Transgender
Civil Rights Struggle

14

15

7:30p.m.

22

23

Class

21

Meeting
Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives 6:30 p.m.
to the Death Community
Committee
Penalty
Get To Know Us
Meeting

16

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee
7:30 p.m.
EHSoP Board

Clarifying
Our Beliefs

Richard M. Juang

*20

7:30p.m.

9

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Education Committee
7:30 p.m.
Ethical Action Committee

6:00pm

17

Social
7:00 p.m.

18

Thursday

19

Night
Amnesty

Talkies

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

International

24

25

Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Camp Linden Meeting

Winter Solstice
Celebration

12

Camp
Linden
Volunteer
Day

26
Party
Before
New
Year’s
8:00 p.m.

*27

28

29

No service

*HINT:

8
8
10
14
14

Dale Drews
Jesse Zelnick
Ron Coburn
Ann Gay Freed
Richard L. Kiniry

16
21
23
28

Roberta Wood
Bertha Waters
Bob Moore
Carole Ann Riddle

Doobies
*

On Monday, December 7th at 6:30pm, some members
of the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia will
gather at Doobies to create a night ‘that will live in
infamy.‛ Historical and metaphysical references welcome.
Imagination encouraged. Care to join us?
Doobies is located at 2201 Lombard Street.

Think female

31

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

*Child care provided
during all platforms

D+

30

D+
D+
D+






December 6 - Freedom and the Sacrament of Life - Richard L Kiniry, Leader, Ethical Humanist Society
Disagreements about a woman's right to abortion are often characterized as differences in respect for life, but
actually the disagreement stems from different understandings of what life means. Many disagreements could be
avoided with clarity on foundational perspectives.
December 13 - Faith and the Future of the Transgender Civil Rights Struggle
Richard M. Juang, Co-Founder of the Interfaith Coalition for Transgender Equality
The struggle for transgender equality takes place on many levels, social, economic, and legal; the movement is
swift and fast-changing. As now, in the future there will be many complex and unpredictable interactions –
conflictual and joyful – between transgender and faith-based movements. This talk will address the present and
possible futures of these intersections of faith and the struggle of transgender people for social justice.
December 20 - Winter Solstice Celebration
Join us as we use candlelight, poetry and music to celebrate the Winter Solstice. We will come together to honor
the essential core of the holiday season – community and love for life, family, friends and all humankind.
December 27 - No Service



















Al Bartlett, PhD discusses the principles and practical implications of Exponential Growth against a Finite
Resource. His presentation is clear, concise, and accessible for all. It may also give you nightmares.
This is the real Red Pill!
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS
Ushers - Betsy Lightbourn, Coordinator
Flower Dedications - Ramona Ward,
Coordinator
December 6 - T.B.A
December 13 - The Wards: “Happy
Birthday to Richard Kiniry.”
December 20 - Arnold & Temma
Fishman: “For our new grandson, Robin
August Fishman, born on November 6th
to our daughter, Cindy.”

December 6
December 13
December 20

T.B.A.

Greeters - Ken Greiff, Coordinator
December 6
December 13
December 20

T.B.A.

Coffee Hour Lunch
December 6 - Groups A-D
December 13 - Groups E-K
December 20 - Groups L-O and P-Z
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