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SUNDAY PLATFORMS
Please turn to page 3 for full platform descriptions.

Philadelphia Ethical Society welcomes the public to attend our platforms and events listed on page 3.

Sunday, December 6, 11:00AM 
Reading Women, Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, 
Philadelphia Ethical Society 

Preview of January Platform 
Sunday, January 3, 11:00AM
Memorial Sunday

First, some personal 
remembrances about PES 
member Linda Richardson 
who died Monday, November 
2nd. I first met Linda when I 
arrived in Philadelphia for an 
interview with the Leadership 
Search Committee on which 
she served. For most of 

the interview, Linda remained relatively silent, 
though I sensed her gaze as she heard me answer 
questions from others on the committee. I felt that 
she was observing what was going on inside my 
head and heart – it was one of her many talents, to 
understand people on a deeper level. I think that 

IN THIS ISSUE . . .
At the end of one of the more harrowing years 

many of us can recall, this newsletter reflects on 
some PES members who left us this year. And 

two PES members share individual perspectives 
on their value for the role of the Ethical Society 

in their lives. In Platforms, we offer a GRATITUDE 
section in lieu of our former FLOWERS section.

Hugh Taft-Morales confesses that his reading habits have 
fallen prey to centuries of systemic neglect of women 
writers and makes a commitment.

Sunday, December 13, 2:00PM 
(Please note time change!)
Black Political Women and the 2020 Presidential 
Election, Nikol G. Alexander Floyd, Political 
Science Assoc. Prof., Rutgers U-New Brunswick
The rise of Black political women and the historic 
election of vice-president elect 
Kamala Harris.

Sunday, December 20, 
11:00AM  
Winter Solstice
The first virtual rendition of our 
annual celebration.

Honor loved ones, colleagues, and historical heroes who 
have died in body but are alive in our hearts and minds.
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talent was one of the reasons she was so successful 
in her projects. She could read people, and thus 
she could better help them grow. She was able 
understand people as a whole, where they needed 
support and where they needed to be pushed.

 During my ten years at the Philadelphia Ethical 
Society, it was in my most challenging moments 
that I would pick up the phone and call Linda. She 
always made time for me. She would ask me to lay 
out the situation and would never rush to give her 
opinion. When I was finished talking, and after one 
or two clarifying questions, Linda would make some 
suggestions full of wisdom 
from decades of working 
with people to get things 
done. 

One important polarity 
taught in Ethical Culture 
has to do with the centrality 
of relationships. While it 
is important to get things 
done, one must always 
take care to nurture 
ethical relationships and 
build trust. Linda was 
able to strike that delicate 
balance between process 
and product. Keeping 
her eye on one goal – to 
produce a product – she 
also nurtured the process 
of communication and 
relationship. She did so 
seamlessly and naturally. 
It’s a gift she gave to me 
numerous times and one 
that I hope I can pass on to 
others. 

To those who don’t know her, I offer this statement 
from all of PES:

The Board, Clergy Leader, staff, and members of the 
Philadelphia Ethical Society mourn the loss of one 
of our members, Linda Richardson. In remembering 
Linda and celebrating her rich life, we raise up how 
much she contributed to the Ethical Society despite 
her heavy professional, civic, and extended family 
responsibilities.

Linda had a long-term relationship with the Ethical 
Society since her parents joined in the 1960’s. She 
was married at the Society and held a naming 
ceremony there for her oldest daughter, Aissia. In 
the 1970’s Linda and her sister Cynthia sent their 
children regularly to Ethical Society Sunday School, 
and in the 1980’s Linda took the lead in running the 
Sunday School.

Linda co-chaired the Young Adult Group at the 
Society, fighting to include in Ethical Society 
programs diverse voices, such as those of members 
of the Black Panther Party. When the Ethical Society 

resisted hosting members 
from the Black Panthers, Linda 
left Ethical Society circles 
for a while, but rejoined as a 
member in 1997. 

 Most of all we at the Ethical 
Society will miss Linda’s strong 
and sensitive presence that 
supported so many people 
and so many of our projects. 
She brought a unique mix of 
strengths, from personal to 
organizational, that supported 
many members and guests to 
the Society. Linda was a great 
listener and was always open 
to hearing from those who 
were struggling or confused. 
Even during heated debates, 
she remained calm and clear-
sighted, able to speak truth 
to power while always being 
respectful towards every 
person. 

She epitomized Ethical Culture 
values through a commitment to bringing out the 
best of others. That selflessness was at work right 
up till her death – she was organizing an event to 
support the voting process in Philadelphia outside 
her beloved Uptown Theater. That event went on 
in honor of Linda, and her many good works will 
remain beacons that can guide our ethical efforts 
into the future. 

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader,  
Philadelphia Ethical Society 

Remembering Linda Richardson
Continued from page 1
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sunday Platform dEscriPtions

Sunday, December 6, 11:00AM 
Reading Women, Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, 
Philadelphia Ethical Society

Sunday, December 13, 2:00PM
(Please note time change!)
Black Political Women and the 2020 Presidential 
Election, Nikol G. Alexander Floyd, Political 
Science Assoc. Prof., Rutgers U-New Brunswick

Sunday, December 27, 11:00AM
No Platform

Sunday, December 20, 11:00AM  
Winter Solstice, Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, 
Philadelphia Ethical Society 

Hugh Taft-Morales confesses that his reading habits 
have fallen prey to centuries of systemic neglect of 
women writers. He 
commits to reading one 
book of fiction written 
by a woman each 
month of 2021. This talk 
explores the reasons 
why his story is sadly 
familiar. How is sexism 
involved? What price 
have we paid for such 
literary gender bias? 
Must we even gender 
fiction?

2020 has been an unusual year, and we will cap 
it off with the first virtual rendition of our annual 
celebration of the winter solstice! Hugh Taft-Morales 
hosts a Zoom program full of readings and music 
to acknowledge the darkness of winter and invite 
the sun to return for another year. If you would 
like to submit a reading about the solstice, or if you 
would like to read a selection picked for you, email 
Hugh at LeaderHugh@phillyethics.org by noon on 
Monday, December 14th.

Nikol G. Alexander-Floyd 
discusses the rise of Black 
political women and the historic 
election of vice-president elect 
Kamala Harris, first female and 
first Black vice-president. She 
will also discuss how the policy 
needs of Black women and 
their communities might be 
addressed under the Biden 
administration.
 

A lawyer and political scientist, Alexander-Floyd 
is the co-founder of the Association for the Study 
of Black Women in Politics. She is the author 
of Gender, Race, and Nationalism in Contemporary 
Black Politics (Palgrave Macmillan 2007) and 
the forthcoming Liminal Subjects: Black Women, 
Melodrama, and Post-Feminism in the New Millennium 
(forthcoming NYU Press, 2020), which investigates 
the political implications of post-feminist, post-civil 
rights ideology. Her articles have appeared in leading 
journals such as Feminist Formations; Frontiers: A 
Journal of Women’s Studies; The National Political 
Science Review; Politics & Gender; and Signs.

Every January we at the 
Philadelphia Ethical 
Society honor loved ones, 
colleagues, and historical 
heroes who have died in 
body but are alive in our 
hearts and minds. Join 
members and visitors on 
Zoom to share memories 
and lessons given to us from 
those we loved or admired.

Sunday, January 3, 2021  11:00AM
Memorial Sunday

Duffys Cut Memorial to 57 
Irish workers who died of 

violence and cholera,1832. 
West Laurel Hill Cemetery

To go in the dark with a light is to know the light.
To know the dark, go dark. Go without sight, and  
Find that the dark, too, blooms and sings,
and is traveled by dark feet and dark wings.

~ Wendell Berry

G R A T I T U D E 
 December 13 - Remembering Richard Kiniry,
 his birthday was December 14, 

and he loved the Solstice Season. 

December 20 - Family and PES Friends 
remember Bertha Waters on her 

December 21 birthday.

 

All platforms are held on Zoom and may be accessed by going to www.tiny.cc/phillyethics  

mailto:LeaderHugh%40phillyethics.org?subject=
http://www.tiny.cc/phillyethics 
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submitted by PES Member Sylvia Metzler

BLOOM WHERE 
YOU’RE PLANTED

After almost twenty-eight years of growing in North 
Philly, I’m now transplanted in the “great Northeast.” I 
need to keep increasing my awareness about 
poverty, racism and injustice here but I’m afraid that I 
will regress instead. 

In my old neighborhood on Palethorp Street, I had 
many Black and Brown 
teachers who helped me to 
grow cilantro in my garden 
and become anti-racist in my 
heart and mind. There I could 
hop on SEPTA and be 
downtown in minutes for a 
protest against police 
brutality, a City Council 
meeting to lobby for increased 
school funding; an Ethical 
Society meeting to discuss 
reparations for slavery and Jim 
Crow. In my garden, political 
signs sprouted along with the 
carrots and collards.
 
Then soon after my 83rd birthday, I sadly packed up 
my belongings and moved to a retirement 
community “up the boulevard”. Now I don’t have to 
worry about falling down the cellar steps or trying to 
find a good plumber, but I didn’t anticipate that 
putting up a “Black Lives Matter” sign would create an 
uproar. But it did. So I was relieved that there was not 
an outcry to my interview for their monthly 

newsletter in which I shared that I would like to be 
known as “a good troublemaker for John Lewis.”
 
I have been here for three months and I’m still 
struggling with how to keep growing as well as 
becoming a trusted caring member of my new 
“hood”. So I’m volunteering to work in our 

greenhouse on a weekly basis 
and to showcase my 
collection of Black History 
books in February. I’m taking 
part in yoga classes and 
offering to teach a class on 
Racial Justice. I’m reaching out 
to welcome new residents 
and wearing my political 
buttons when appropriate.

It is harder to get downtown 
now by regional rails to join 
my old friends for meetings 
and marches so I’m finding 

local spots to demonstrate to “Save the Post Office” 
and support Biden and Harris. I’m appreciating even 
more the Ethical Society teaching to “Seek always to 
elicit the best in others, thus bringing out the best in 
yourself.” Best of all, I’m making new friends that 
have much to teach me and will help me to continue 
to grow and bloom where I’m planted. 

And the Black Lives Matter sign is back and hanging 
on my apartment door. 

From the PES Ending Racism Task Force

Black 
Lives 

Matter

December Birthdays
 1 Bill Coffey
 10 Ron Coburn
 23 Bob Moore
 25 Susan Brotherton  

Felix Adler, The Religion of Duty,  
p. 165: “Every kind of spiritual suffering 
means a partial dying. How can this be 
helped? By resurrecting in others; by 

fixing our thought upon the fact that the 
same life that is in us is in others, and by 

fanning the flame of that life in them….And 
in virtue of our power to identify ourselves 

with others, we shall live in them …”
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A personal confession: I love old things! Especially 
when they are the product of skilled artisans 
working with a material or manufacturing process 
that would be hard to replicate today. This is why 
a small perk to being a member of this community 
has been the fulfillment I get by doing the occasional 
repair or restoration in our old meeting house. 

Back in the day, given our posh address, our Society 
was doing well and feeling very confident for the 
future when we engaged an architect to convert 
the stately residences at 1906 and 1908 Rittenhouse 
Square to suit our needs for meeting and dining 
together. But almost a century of continuous use has 
dimmed and dinged and cracked many of the fine 
old fixtures in our building that date back to that 
time. The two old items that demonstrated their 
underlying quality as I got to know and work with 
them were, first, the old bronze message box from 
the front of our building, and then, the small ceiling 
light fixture which had been broken in our  vestibule.

When I took apart the message box, to clean 
and square it up prior to putting it back together 
with new lighting, I found some unusual corner 
joinery in the old decayed mahogany frame. Upon 
first inspection, it appeared to have been built in 
an oddly sloppy or at least, unintuitive fashion. 
However, after duplicating the construction with a 
new mahogany frame, I learned that the old frame 
had been designed perfectly in order to be inserted 
into the bronze sheathing and then ‘snugged-up’ 
within it. Shame on me for thinking the original 
artisans weren’t experts at their craft!

The ceiling fixture had been broken for a long time. 
As I was cleaning it I noticed the subdued detail of 
a twisted iron rod wrapping the top of the fixture 
above stylized sun rays. This was reminiscent of the 
pre-eminent ironworker Samuel Yellin’s work and 
I knew that our front door had been forged by him. 
It turns out his company still exists in Bryn Mawr, 
and I wrote to them not expecting a response. 
Much to my surprise, Yellin’s granddaughter Clare, 
who now runs the metalworks, responded. It was, 
indeed, produced by a Yellin but by her father, 
not grandfather! In addition to telling me about 
cleaning the wrought iron, she also told me that the 
missing glass I was looking to replace would have 
actually been sheet mica and so would have been 
translucent but not transparent. To my knowledge, 

sheet mica is 
rarely used 
outside of 
scientific or 
industrial 
applications 
today (it is 
a natural 
insulator) but 
it was useful 
to know 
something 
about the 
original 
appearance  
of the light.

Gently cleaning and sensitively repairing some 
of the old fixtures and furnishings at the Ethical 
Society, in addition to uncovering their beauty and 
enhancing their utility, is something like being in 
conversation with the people who made them many 
years ago. The quality of their underlying design 
and craftsmanship also serves as a reminder and 
a link to when a young and growing non-theistic 
religious community was rising in prominence in 
Philadelphia. Next time you’re in our building, take a 
look around and notice the fine details that harken 
back to an exciting time in our Society’s history.

OLD THINGS   by PES Member Michael Black-Smith

The reglazed and rewired ceiling light, 
crafted a century ago by Samuel Yellin 

Metalworkers, has been moved from the 
vestibule, and now brightens our coatroom.

This lantern light has been moved to the center of the 
winding staircase, a central focal point of the lobby.
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REMEMBERING JANET COOKE  

Janet Cooke met her husband, James Cooke, at Bowling 
Green State University. They shared fifty-five years 
together, living in New York, New Jersey, Switzerland, 
Philadelphia, and Portland. In many of  those years they 
were connected to an Ethical Society. 

Family and art were Janet’s passions. Her humanism was 
grounded in her interest in people. Janet cherished time 
spent with James and her daughters, visiting museums, 
attending performances, and exploring nature.   
 

As she put it in her 
artist’s statement on her 
website, “I love watching 
people.  Everywhere I 
go I notice what people 
are doing, how they 
walk or stand, what 
they wear, and how they 
interact with each other 
and their environment. 
Through random, candid 
photographs, these 
images become the basis 
for my art work.”  

In a world so full of  challenges – pandemics, toxic politics, 
racial injustice – we often nourish our spirits through the 
arts.  Janet, who died this past October 1, filled her life 
and her home with artistic creativity. 

Enjoy some of  Janet’s art on her website (http://www.
janetraeburncooke.
com/Site/Janet_Cooke.
html) and connect with 
Jim to offer support.  
(Jim Cooke’s contact 
information is in the 
membership directory. 
Thanks to Jim and 
his daughter Joanna 
for some of  the 
wording used in this 
announcement. We 
will share information 
about a virtual 
memorial service 
when it becomes 
available.)

Swiss Alps

Waiting for Venus

The Farm

Allschwil Kirche 2016, 
probably her last work

The Piano Lesson

http://www.janetraeburncooke.com/Site/Janet_Cooke.html
http://www.janetraeburncooke.com/Site/Janet_Cooke.html
http://www.janetraeburncooke.com/Site/Janet_Cooke.html
http://www.janetraeburncooke.com/Site/Janet_Cooke.html
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Sunday, December 6, 7:00pm: 
Introduction to Ethical Humanism 
Join Hugh Taft-Morales for a brief presentation about 

the philosophy, history, and current 
congregational life of Ethical 
Humanism. This month Hugh will 
reflect on ethical approaches to 
gift giving this holiday season.

Saturday, December 12, 2:45pm
Virtual Tree of Knowledge Decoration and 
Celebration! 
The Freethought Society and the Philadelphia 
Ethical Society will co-host a Winter Holiday 
Zoom event during which a Tree of Knowledge 
will be decorated in the FS office located in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 
You can Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89298159428 
 
The event starts at 2:45 PM (EST) with a 
15-minute Pre-Event Social piano concert 
featuring Rollin Wilber. Wilber’s musical 
presentation was filmed at the PES 
building located at 1906 Rittenhouse 
Square, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It 
will go on for a couple of hours, so feel 
free to drop in if you can be there at 
the start.  
 
There are books regularly included 
in the Tree of Knowledge event. A 
statement by the authors will 
be presented as part of the 
celebration.  Some of those who 
will speak include: Rob Boston 
(Why the Religious Right Is Wrong 
About Separation of Church & 
State); Christopher Cameron 
(Black Freethinkers); Tom Flynn 
(The Trouble with Christmas); 
Annie Laurie Gaylor (Women 
Without Superstition); 

UPCOMING EVENTS
ALL EVENTS ARE VIA ZOOM.COM 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Karen Garst (Women Beyond Belief); 
Hemant Mehta, (I Sold My Soul on eBay); 
Julien Musolino (The Soul Fallacy); 
Herb Silverman (Candidate Without a Prayer); 
Katherine Stewart (The Good News Club: The Christian 
Right’s Stealth Assault on America’s Children); and more. 
 
After the formal presentations conclude they’ll be 
entertainment from Abraham Steve Mackey and 
Leader Hugh. Get yourself a holiday drink and rejoin 

us for a Post-Event Social. 

Attendees can help select additional 
laminated book cover ornaments that will 
adorn the 2020 Tree of Knowledge during 

this time. 

The list of available book cover ornaments 
can be found at this link: https://www.
ftsociety.org/menu/tree-of-knowledge/. 

As each book cover ornament is placed 
on the Tree of Knowledge, the person 

who made the selection will be invited 
to talk for 3-5 minutes about why the 
book is of significance and should be 

included.

Wednesday, December 16, 
12:30pm 
Lunch with Hugh 

Join Hugh and members 
of the Philadelphia 
Ethical Society for 

casual conversation 
about ways to bring 
out our best during 
a pandemic-affected 
holiday period. Zoom 
invite will be sent in our Weekly 
Bulletin, or email LeaderHugh@
phillyethics.org.

ZOOM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89298159428
https://www.ftsociety.org/menu/tree-of-knowledge/
https://www.ftsociety.org/menu/tree-of-knowledge/
mailto:LeaderHugh%40phillyethics.org?subject=
mailto:LeaderHugh%40phillyethics.org?subject=
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SUNDAY SERVICES
11:00 a.m. 

Ethical Views is published monthly
except July and August.

Executive Editor, Henry Pashkow 
Copy Editor, Betsy Lightbourn

Web Master, Copy Editor, Nick Sanders 
Layout, Celeste Hardester

Production, Cheryl Desmond

Philadelphia Ethical Society 
1906 South Rittenhouse Square

Philadelphia, PA  19103

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader
PES Board of Trustees
Bob Bueding, President

Michael Black-Smith, Vice President
Vincent Russo, Treasurer 
John Marshall, Secretary

Kate Esposito
Susan O’Connell

Ron Coburn        
Drew Snyder

(215) 735 - 3456
office@phillyethics.org
www.phillyethics.org For suggestions regarding this newsletter, contact  

Henry Pashkow
hpashkow@gmail.com

Philadelphia Ethical Society Committees

Our Society is sustained by all of its volunteers who serve on the 
many committees that fulfill our purpose and guide our decisions. 
The following generous members serve as chairs. 

End Racism Task Force
 Sylvia Metzler,  Meets    
 Saturday, Dec. 19th
 11:00 AM -!2:30 PM 

Ethical Action Committee
 Nick Sanders, Meets on   
 Monday, Dec. 14th, 
 3:30 - 5:00PM

Finance Committee
 Vincent Russo, 
 Meets Wednesday, 
 Dec. 16th, 5:00 PM 

Building Committee 
 Michael Black-Smith, 
 Next Meeting TBD

Camp Linden
 Jeffrey Dubb,  
 Next Meeting TBD 

Communication Committee
 Drew Snyder,  
 Next Meeting TBD

Education Committee 
 Betsy Lightbourn, Meets 
 every first Wednesday,   
 3:00 - 4:00PM

http://www.phillyethics.org
mailto:hpashkow%40gmail.com?subject=

