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Platforms
February 2015

If you wish childcare during Sunday
Platforms, please notify Nick Sanders
at nick@phillyethics.org or 215-662-
5636 by the previous Thursday at
5:00 P.M. He will notify you by noon
Saturday whether arrangements are in
place.

Sunday, February 1, 11:00 A.M.

The Tao of Ethical Humanism

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical
Humanist Society of Philadelphia

Both Ethical Culture
and the  broader
tradition of Humanism
in general use reason
to liberate us from
superstition so we
can build a better world. Sometimes,
however, we can get sucked into overly
intellectualized debates about how
many atoms yt on the head of a pin. This
is why the Taoist sage Laozi reminds us
to think less and simply be. What would
the founder of Ethical Culture, Felix
Adler, think of such wisdom? In trying
to answer this question, Hugh Taft-
Morales relies on Benjamin Hoffds The
Tao of Poohin an attempt to keep
things simple. [Platform sponsored by
Nina Diamond and Bob Bueding.]

h )

Sunday, February 8, 11:00 A.M.
How to Win Debates with Creationists
and Really Inpuence People

Faye Flam, Science Journalist

Surveys show that the majority of
Americans subscribe to creationism
or intelligent design, but only a few
zealots are genuinely entrenched. Many
simply dondt understand evolution.
Creationists may actually do a favor for
science popularizers by questions they
pose: If we evolved from monkeys,
why are there still monkeys? How
could life arise without a God? These
expose common misconceptions in the
public understanding of science. Faye

Flam will discuss how to address such
questions. Shedll also explain aspects
of the scientiyc method that can help
advance public understanding of
evolution, climate change and other
scientiyc concepts that affect the future
of society.

God throws the creationists a cuzve...} <

Let there he
evolution.

Ms. Flam is an award-winning science
journalist with bylines in the New York
Times, Washington Post, Science, Science
News and The Economist. She also blogs
about science for Forbes. She has worked
as a journalism critic for the Knight
Foundation, as a staff science writer and
weekly columnist for the Philadelphia
Inquirer, and as a staff writer covering
particle physics and astronomy for Science.
For her Inquirer evolution column, fiPlanet
of the Apes,0 she won a Friend of Darwin
award from the National Center for Science
Education. Her cat Higgs has blogged (with
some help) for Parade. Faye holds a degree
in geophysics from the California Institute
of Technology.

Sunday, February 15, 11:00 A.M.
Animals, Ethics and Empathy

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical
Humanist Society of Philadelphia
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perience high levels of awareness and
empathy. How does this change the
human obligation to be more aware and
empathetic to other animals? What is
the relationship between ethics, empa-
thy and mental health? How has brain
science and the study of fimirror neu-

ronso furthered our understanding? In
honor of Darwinds birthday this month,
Hugh Taft-Morales continues to urge us
to treat non-human animals with greater
empathy. Perhaps a change of behavior
will offer more insight into what it is to
be an ethical homo sapiens.

(Continued next page)
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Platforms ( contdd.)

Sunday, February 22, 11:00 A.M.
Martin Luther King Jr., James

Baldwin and White Supremacy in the
21 Century
Anthony Monteiro,
Activist

Scholar and

Martin
{fLuther
King Jr.
Yand James
Baldwin
W ere
: significant
- 4% thinkers
on the problems of American liberal
democracy. Each pondered whether
US democracy could ever fulyll its
promise to grant full citizenship and
freedom to those whose ancestors
endured American slavery and Jim
Crow (i.e., legal inequality). Professor
Monteiro will look at the tenuous
balance between liberal democracy and
racial counterrevolution, especially
as these two poles of the American
political reality manifest themselves
in the second decade of the twenty-
yrst century. This examination will be
based on the writings of Dr. King and
James Baldwin.
A scholar and an activist, Monteiro has
taught at several colleges and universities,
including Temple University, and has
published over 100 essays and articles in
academic, political, cultural and popular
journals, magazines and newspapers.
Scholars in yelds as diverse as sociologyt
political science, literary criticism, history
and philosophy have cited his work.
A native Philadelphian, Monteiro has
been an active participant in the Civil
Rights Movement, the anti-Vietnam War
Movement, the African Liberation and
anti-Apartheid movements and the struggle
for independent politics in Philadelphia.
He currently teaches philosophy and Black
liberation at the Church of the Advocate
in North Philadelphia, a Saturday free
school. <«
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By Hugh Taft-Morales

PART ONE:
Imagination and My Ethical Culture
—_e—

. cin =
Sometimes ités hard to see the water
youbre swimming in. Having worked
as an Ethical Culture Leader for almost
yve years, | swim in humanist seas
enriched by many springs. For me the
most consistent and powerful spring
is the legacy of Felix Adler. For this
reason, over the course of this spring
I will speak on Adler more often, in
my platforms and columns. Beginning
here.

Adler left us with a fundamental
ethical challenge, one that inspires me
every day. He saw a broken world
full of suffering and despair where
individuals were treated as if they had
no worth. He saw growing numbers of
people abandoning theistic faiths and
belief in the supernatural. These two
factors posed a fundamental question:
Where could the growing ranks of
godless men and women gather to ynd
inspiration, honor the worth of all and
build a better world? From 1876 on he
could answer: the New York Society for
Ethical Culture. Our life is enriched by
Adlerbs vision and hard work.

There are other good sources for
humanist inspiration, of course:
the birth of democracy in ancient
Greece; the beauty and human dignity
in Renaissance art; the courage of
Enlightenment  scientists  risking
persecution to speak the truth; defenders

Quote-Unquote

Muslims who had taken refuge on the Temple Mountd
-Lawrence Wright, CIo00000i000000i000000000T

oln 1099, the Crusaders arrived in Jerusalem and killed everybody in town. Jews were rounded up and slaughtered in
their synagogues. One witness describes Christian knights riding through a lake of hlood after slaying ten thousand

O00mOo0IoiooooooononooomoooioTAlfred A. Knopf, New York, 2014, p. 24.

Editors note. Other sources claim that some Jews and some Muslims were spared on condition that they leave
Jerusalem. Thomas F. Madden, The New Concise History of the Crusades, p. 34 (Rowman & Littlepeld Pub., Inc., 2005).
But it seems clear that a huge massacre was carried out by the Christian Crusaders and celebrated by their clergy.

of democracy demanding rights for all;
and the decency of those who choose
compassionate deed over dogmatic
creed. From Doctors without Borders
facing West African Ebola and Haitian
cholera, to protestors out on the streets
today honoring the lives and dignity of
both young black men and ofycers in
blue, hope poods into my life without
having to imagine the existence of a
better world in heaven above.

I can, however, imagine a better world
in my mind, here and now. Imagination
is a wonderful tool, a gift biology gave
to the human race. | can imagine Felix
Adlerfs yearning for isomething mored
than the broken world around him
T a yearning so strong that it led him
to postulate something he called an
fiethical manifold,0 a cumbersome term
mired in an antiquated metaphysical
idealism. But | interpret Adlerds
fiethical manifoldd more as a metaphor
representing a system of interrelations
between people where they are at
their ethical best. Imagine, Adler
challenged us, an fiinynite system of
interdependence in which men [and
women] as ethical units have their
place.6 (An Ethical Philosophy of Life,
p. 125.) Imagine a world where we all
help each other bring out our ethical
best.

There are times when Adler sounds as if
this manifold is fiout there,0 an external
objective reality like Platods forms or
the gods of theists. But in my Ethical
Culture, any such inspirational concept
is primarily a human construction.
More importantly, ités a human choice.

At times, Adler understood this
existential truth even though he
couldngt shake the wuse of some
religious vocabulary, such as the term
fidivine.0 As quoted by his son-in-
law and biographer Horace Friess, fil
afyrm that there verily is a divine life,
a best beyond the best | can think or
imagine, in which all that is best in me
and best in those who are dear to me,
is contained and continues.0 (EPL as
quoted in Friess, p. 231)

My Ethical Culture is rooted in
Adlerfs afyrmation. As a product of
free will, such an afyrmation needs
no fidiscoveryo of some pre-existing

(Continued next page)



Leaderds Column (contdd.)

objective truth. It is our joy and
challenge to create. Adler explains, fil
do not ynd worth in others, | attribute it
to them T | create the ethical manifold.
I need an idea of the whole in order to
act rightlyé . o (EPL, p. 121)

The wholeness and unity | discover
only in my imagination is a powerful
part of my commitment to Ethical
Culture. When | ynd others who
choose to imagine this too, then the
hard work begins. Then we have to
ygure out how to act in concrete ways
to make this fractured world more
whole. The devil, which | spell with
no fid,0 is surely in the details. But |
handle the details better when inspired
by my humanist faith.

Some people donft like the term
fifaith,0 perhaps because to them it
implies irrationality or perhaps it is
simply too tarred with the brush of
unpleasant  religious  upbringings.
Fair enough. But as a secular child
of the sixties who saw before me a
broken world, I, like Adler, yearned
for something that would inspire me to
live better. 16m glad | found an Ethical
Culture that has evolved to include the
existential side of Adler while letting
go of idealist metaphysics. If thatis
too much philosophical jargon to end
on, then 1 will conclude with John
Lennonds over-quoted yet appropriate
ode to imagination: fiYou may say 1om
a dreamer. But 16m not the only one. |
hope some day youdll join us. And the
world will live as one.o

PART TWO: Sunday Morning
Welcome and Sharing

The heart of our
life at the Ethical
| Humanist Society is

S our Sunday morning
program. ltés a break from the routine
hustle and bustle of life. While it
offers a chance to connect with others
and learn about community events,
Sunday morning offers opportunities
for introspection and inspiration; for
many of our members it serves as their
source for personal, ethical, intellectual
and aesthetic reinvigoration. This

INFORMATION
SHARING

is what makes programs at 1906
Rittenhouse unique.

In an effort to maintain this important
aspect of our time together from 11
AM until noon, | would like to offer a
few suggestions. Letés try these out for
a couple of months and tell me what
you think.

(A) Regarding interacting with friends
and newcomers. One of the joys of
Sunday morning is seeing friends and
fellow members in an atmosphere of
joy, compassion and thoughtfulness.
Ités great to catch up with how people
are faring.

It is also, however, our most regular
opportunity to share with newcomers
what we are all about. Obviously
the quality of our platform talks and
music is important, but probably more
than anything, visitors will remember
how they were included into our
community. While most seem to feel
warmly welcomed, sometimes people
report feeling ignored by others who
all seemed to know each other.

What can we do
insure that

Obviously members
can be on the lookout
for visitors. Letds remind ourselves
to all be hosts in our community
home. Letis be more ready to greet
newcomers, ask if they have any
questions, and exchange pleasantries.
Even with these filittle thingso we can
better demonstrate our commitment to
deed before creed and to the importance
of establishing ethical relationships.

Another alternative is to beef up our
figreeting team.0 Currently we have
two hosts that staff the welcome table
and pass the collection plates. Should
we raise that number to 3, or 4, or 5?
That, of course, would require more
volunteers. If you are interested in
being part of an expanded figreeting
team,0 please contact me. If we get the
numbers, | might poat the idea by our
committees.

(B) Regarding how we share informa-
tion on Sunday morning. While it is
good to offer opportunities to share in-
formation, | want to enhance the sense

of introspection and aesthetic pow. As
a result, I would like people to partici-
pate in the following ways, remember-
ing when speaking to keep your com-
ments relatively succinct and clear:

1) fJoys and Concernso is a chance
for anyone T member or visitor
T to share personal or health joys
and concerns from their seat. This is
offered near the start of the program
much as go-arounds begin many of our
meetings. It helps establish awareness
of our mutual support and care.

2) fEthics in Actiono is offered from
the podium by the chair of the Ethical
Action Committee or someone they
tap for the job. It is a chance to share
information about one or two important
issues or events, and to explain why they
are particularly related to the values and
tradition of Ethical Humanism.

3) fMy Ethical Cultured dropped
out of our routine, but | would like
to bring it back. This is a brief
opportunity for a volunteer approved
by the Leader, Education Committee
Chair, or Society President to share a
brief prepared statement about their
commitment to our unique brand of
humanism. This segment will be
included in a Sunday program only
when a member steps forward by the
Wednesday before.

4)  AAnnouncementsd are shared by
the presider who can edit and group
them so as to keep the announcement
section relatively short and powing.
We are asking members who wish to
have announcements read to make sure
they are relevant to our community life
and are sent by email to the Leader,
Education Committee Chair, or Society
President no later than noon Friday.

5) fiFlyerso  relevant to our
community life can be left on the
welcome table, posted on the bulletin
board upstairs by the Weston Room,
and on rare occasions T when cleared
by the Leader, Education Committee
Chair, or Society President T may be
included in the folded paper program.

Thanks to all of you for your coop-
eration in helping keep our Sunday
mornings as welcoming, warm and

inspirational as they can be.
<>






