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Sunday, December 1, 11:00 AM
Weaseling Out; A Reading 
Walt Vail, Philadelphia Dramatists 
Center 

Weaseling Out, a smart, funny play 
that raises important questions about 
commitment and honesty, was one 
of the winning entries in the Ethical 
Society’s 2012 One-Act Playwriting 
Contest.  It will be read by Ethical 
Society members and friends Geoffrey 
Baker, Christian Hayden, Zia Okocha, 
and Leandra Handfield.  Playwright 
Walt Vail will be in attendance, and 
available for questions concerning the 
playwriting process.

*****
Walt Vail is the 
recipient of a New 
Jersey Council on 
the Arts Fellowship 
for his play 
Angalak, produced 
off-Broadway in 
New York.  Other 
productions include 
Hattie’s Dress, 

produced by The Philadelphia Festival 
Theatre; Hero Worship, produced by 
Love Creek Productions in New York; 
Young Frederick Douglass, presented 
by Juneteenth Festival Theatre in New 
York; Hero Worship, produced by The 
Alexandria Theatre in Washington, D.C., 
and Branch, produced at Society Hill 
Playhouse in Philadelphia, and nominated 
for the Brown/Martin/Philadelphia Award.  
Walt holds an M.A. in Theatre from Penn 
State University.

Sunday, December 8, 11:00 AM
The Tree of Knowledge: Celebrating 
the Roots of Humanism 
Hugh Taft Morales, Leader, Ethical 
Humanist Society of Philadelphia

The roots of humanism run deep in 
many written traditions, from ancient 
religions to ancient Greece, from the 
Middle Ages to the Renaissance to the 
Enlightenment to today.  Humanists 

revere many books: books of faith and 
skepticism, knowledge and opinion.  
Libraries serve as sacred humanist 
sites.  Fearful of reason and reading, 
intolerant mobs have burned books 
and destroyed libraries in the vain 
hope of cutting the roots of the tree of 
knowledge.  Fortunately, freethinkers 
and scholars have kept this tree alive.  
Join Hugh Taft-Morales as he explores 
the hostility towards knowledge and 
celebrates the liberating power of 
books.

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 AM
Marked, A Reading 
Cassandra Lewis, Playwright

Marked was the winner of the Ethical 
Society’s 2013 One-Act Playwriting 
Contest.  It will be read by Philadelphia 
actors Celeste Walker and Dan Higbee, 
under the direction of Kate McGrath 
(who happens to be the winning 
playwright of 2012).  

Marked, a dark comedy that explores 
the connections among love, insanity 
and social responsibility, features a 
fascinating mother-son dyad: Lana 
and Francis.  Lana fakes her death to 
make a point about privacy, and the 
authorities order Francis, an aspiring 
artist who has a thing for doctors, to 
take action or else Lana will be institu-
tionalized.  Marked has been produced 
in London, San Francisco, and several 
times in New York (including the 
Samuel French Short Play Festival).  It 
has been published in The Best Plays 
of the Strawberry One-Act Festival.

*****
Cassandra Lewis 
of Wilmington, 
Delaware is an 
award-winning 
playwright and 
writer.  Her plays 
have been per-
formed in Lon-
don, New York, 
Chicago, San 

Francisco, Los Angeles, Alaska, Canada, 
and Cheshire, England.  Plays of hers have 
also been published by the International 
Centre for Women Playwrights and in the 
Editions Bibliotekos literary anthology, 
Common Boundary. 

Sunday, December 22, 11:00 AM
Winter Solstice Celebration
Led by Hugh Taft Morales, Leader, 
Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia

Come celebrate the Winter Solstice with 
candlelight, spoken word, and music. 
Members and friends gather together 
to honor the best of the holiday season: 
the love, friendship, and community 
that help us flourish through the dark 
winter months. Come add to the light 
of human understanding and joy! All 
are welcome.  (Contact Hugh if you 
are willing to do a reading during the 
program.)

Sunday, December 29, 2013
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS  
REJUVENATION 
Come again next year.  <>

         PLEDGING ALERT
  This month you will receive your
  Society pledging and contribution
  record for the year. If it indicates 
  that you have not fully paid your
  anticipated contribution or pledge, 
  please do so by December 31st.



President’s (Better 
Half’s) Corner
The Woman Who Saved 
90,000 Children
By Ruth Ann Dubb

Jeffrey was more irritable than usual 
because he had a deadline coming up 
for this President’s Corner and couldn’t 
think of a suitable subject. He asked 
me if I had any ideas. As my Irish luck 
would have it, I had just come upon a 
fascinating article: “A Life in Pursuit 
of Health,” by Abigail Zucker in the 
New York Times, Oct. 29.  It tells the 
story of Sara Josephine Baker, 1873-
1945, who became the first Chief of the 
Department of Child Hygiene in New 
York City.  (Not to be confused with 
Josephine Baker, the famous cabaret 
singer.) With a little Googling, I found 
that in 1914 she was a guest speaker 
along with Felix Adler at the National 
Child Labor Committee meeting in 
New Orleans. Bingo!  I recognized 
straight away that this woman was a 
fellow humanist and would definitely 
be someone of interest to the readers of 
Ethical Views.

Dr. Josephine 
Baker, from a 
comfortable 
background, 
wholehear t -
edly took up 
a cause and 
devoted her 
entire life to 
the welfare of 
children in the 

poorest sections of New York’s “Hell’s 
Kitchen.”  She is widely credited with 
saving the lives of 90,000 poor children 
during her career in New York City.

On the first page of her autobiography, 
Fighting for Life (New York Review 
Books, 1939) she talks about her early 
impulse to do things about hopeless 
situations.  At the age of six, she was 
all dressed up for some great occasion 
in a beautiful white lacy dress with 
a blue sash and light blue stockings 
and light blue kid shoes, and she felt 
inordinately vain.  While waiting for 

her mother to come down, she decided 
to sit on the front porch in hopes that 
someone would come by and see her 
beautiful outfit. Presently someone did 
arrive: a little “colored” girl about her 
size, but thin and peaked and hungry-
looking, wearing only a ragged old 
dress the color of ashes. She said that 
she had never seen such envy in any 
human being’s face before or since. 
Child that she was, she could not stand 
it; it struck right to her heart. She could 
not bear the thought that she had so 
much and this other child had so little. 
She went into the house and took off 
every stitch she had on, right down to 
the blue shoes, which were the joy of 
her young heart, and gave everything to 
the little girl. She then walked back into 
her house wondering why she had done 
that and thinking how to explain her 
inexplicable conduct. Her parents must 
have been early humanists too because 
they seemed to understand pretty well 
what had gone on in her mind.

There had never been any question 
that Josephine would enter Vassar. It 
was in the family tradition: her mother 
had enrolled herself as a student there 
the very first day it opened.  However, 
just as Josephine was making plans 
to start her own education at Vassar, 
a private calamity, the death of her 
father, shattered the family and jarred 
her out of the life she thought that she 
was destined to lead.  The financial 
troubles that appeared as a consequence 
of her father’s death made the family, 
which included her sister and mother, 
realize that one of them would have to 
find a profession in order to support 
the family. It was decided to take five 
thousand of the few precious dollars 
remaining and send Josephine to New 
York City to study to become a doctor.

After graduating from the New York 
Infirmary’s Women’s Medical College 
in the spring of 1898, she took a civil 
service job with the city’s Department 
of Health. She immersed herself in 
the troubles of the city slums, first as 
an inspector in the field and then as 
a public health official, addressing 
the tormenting problems of infant 
mortality. She eventually became the 
first Chief of the new Division of Child 
Hygiene for New York City. Those 

were the days when 1,500 babies died 
every week during the summer months 
from infectious diseases. Through the 
work of the agency and her strong 
determination to improve the situation, 
childhood mortality was greatly 
reduced. People everywhere took 
notice, and today there is a Division of 
Child Hygiene in almost every state of 
the Union.

Her work was successful even though 
her department was part of a political 
arrangement in a city ruled by Tammany 
Hall. As the head of a new department, 
she had the authority to suggest or 
influence appointments, and that was 
where the politics came in. Although 
the politicians of that day knew how 
to make men obey orders, they had 
no previous experience with women 
in political office. Between their 
bewilderment over that anomaly and 
their natural Irish politeness, Josephine 
could often find the right way out of 
difficult situations.

In her autobiography, Baker says 
many times that her job was not easy 
and that it was sometimes dangerous 
and thankless work. She recounts her 
experience with Mary Mallon, better 
known as “Typhoid Mary,” the cook 
who carried typhoid bacteria in her gall 
bladder and infected almost everyone 
for whom she worked.  Dr. Baker was 
assigned the job of collecting a blood 
sample from Typhoid Mary, who at 
the time was employed as a cook in a 
prosperous Park Avenue household. 
It was fortunate that Josephine had 
police back-up, because as she was 
trying to convince Mary to submit to 
the test, Mary lunged at her with a long 
kitchen fork. Mary was subsequently 
committed to lifelong imprisonment, 
but she promised to kill Dr. Baker if she 
ever got out.

After retiring from the Division of 
Child Hygiene, she continued to serve 
as a consultant to the federal Children’s 
Bureau and was a representative on 
children’s health issues to the League 
of Nations.  She is rightly celebrated as 
one of the most important figures in the 
U.S. public health movement.

(Continued next page)



There are two lessons for us today.  The 
first is an appreciation of the pioneering 
work of Felix Adler and the New York 
Society for Ethical Culture in the public 
and child health movement.  In 1877, 
Adler and the New York Society for 
Ethical Culture (NYSEC) founded the 
District Nursing Service, which became 
the Visiting Nursing Service. In 1889, 
they founded the Visiting and Teaching 
Guild for Crippled Children, and in 
1894 Adler founded the Child Labor 
Commission followed by the Child 
Labor Committee in 1904. It was at a 
meeting of the Child Labor Committee 
in 1914 that Adler and Baker appeared 
on the same program in New Orleans. 
Although Baker does not mention the 
efforts of Adler in her autobiography, 
it is hard to believe that she was not 
influenced by his work.

The second lesson is that in the first 
years of both the 20th century and the 
21st, there are anti-progressive forces 
opposing efforts to improve the health 
situation of the poor. When Baker 
and others drafted legislation to set 
up a nationwide home-visit program 
together with child health clinics 
modeled on the program in New York 
City, an AMA spokesman testified: 

“We oppose this bill because, if 
you are going to save the lives of 
all these women and children at 
public expense, what inducement 
will there be for young men to study 
medicine?”

Although the opponents of the 
Affordable Care Act have cleaned up 
their message to make it seem they are 
for all the people, the same campaign 
against the poor is in evidence today 
when half of the states refuse to expand 
Medicaid, leaving millions of low-
income working poor without health 
care.

Finally, let us consider with pride the 
work of two EHSoP members, Christian 
Hayden and Geoffrey Baker, who were 
featured in USA Today for their efforts 
in the Grays Ferry Neighborhood to 
enroll people in the ACA. They truly 
follow in the spirit of Adler and Baker.

President’s [Better Half’s] Message ( cont’d.)

 <>

GOT KIVA?
Kiva, also known 
as Kiva.org, is a 
non-profit orga-
nization founded 

in 2005 by Matt Flannery and Jessica 
Jackley and headquartered in San Fran-
cisco. It is an organization that allows 
people to lend money via the Internet 
to low-income, underserved entre-
preneurs and students in 70 countries 
around the world. Individuals, compa-
nies and non-profit organizations can 
become lenders by browsing the Kiva 
website, reading the profiles of the 
borrowers, and then deciding to whom 
they wish to lend money. The money 
is transferred through PayPal, which 
waives its normal transaction fee.

According to Wikipedia, Kiva, through 
May 2013, has distributed over $430 
million from over 930,000 lenders to 
over a million borrowers. The aver-
age loan amount is $406.79, and the 
amazing statistic is the repayment rate: 
over 99%. One other interesting note 
is that 80% of all Kiva loans are made 
to women entrepreneurs since women 
in impoverished countries often face 
more financial hardship than their 
male counterparts (not unlike here in 
the U.S.)

The Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia has been involved in Kiva 
since January, 2008, having donated for 
lending $1,045 in 75 loans in the almost 
6 years of our involvement. Currently 
we have $109.26 in our account and 
we usually keep the balance at or 
around $50.00. We feel that this is a 
worthy activity in which to be involved 
and would like to continue with the 
emotional and financial support of the 
congregation. 

If you would like more information 
about Kiva, please visit their website at 
Kiva.org. I can also answer some ques-
tions about our involvement. Please 
contact me at: coffeycups2@gmail.
com. --Bill Coffey

Help fill 
Philabundance’s 

larder!
 Following up on our Hu-
manist Thanksgiving finan-
cial collection for Philadbun-
dance, if you wish to help 
fill their food pantries this 
holiday season, please bring 
donations to Neighborhood 
Books at 1906 South Street.  
This new independent com-
munity bookstore wants to 
make a difference to those 
in need.  If you do drop by, 
say hello to the owner, Cur-
tis Kise, and tell him you’re 
from the Ethical Society!  
They are looking especially 
for macaroni and cheese, 
peanut butter, jelly, hot and 
cold cereals, and canned or 
shelf-stable items like tuna, 
pasta, beef stew, chili, green 
beans, corn, and fruit.

Quote-Unquote

“No one can fail to see that the 
power of the Church among large 
numbers in many communi�es is 
today diminishing, or has already 
ceased.”  

 -Felix Adler, 1851-1933, 



Announcements

Sunday
December 1

7:00 PM

Introduction to 
Ethical Humanism

Come enjoy.  Leader Hugh Ta�-Morales discusses 
the history and philosophy of Ethical Humanism. 
Members and visitors will share ques�ons and 
reflec�ons over wine and cheese.  Open to the 
public, but please RSVP to leaderhugh@phillyethics.
org

Monday, December 9, 5:00 PM, Program: Rights of Indigenous Peoples

December 10 is Human Rights Day all over the world. It is the day when, in 1948, the United Na�ons General Assembly 
passed, without dissent, the Universal Declara�ons of Human Rights. This document can be read, along with its history 
and current status, at http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/.  All who view themselves as humanists should review this 
document.

This year, the 65th anniversary of this U.N. declara�on, the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia hosts the United 
Na�ons Associa�on of Greater Philadelphia to join in celebra�ng respect for full and equal rights for every human being. 
In prepara�on, on Monday, December 9, the Ethical Society will host a program devoted to the “Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples,” which are too o�en ignored. The program will link the current situa�on of Na�ve Americans and First Peoples 
with the global recogni�on of na�ve peoples under the United Na�ons Conven�on on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Admission free (but dona�ons are requested).  Refreshments provided.  Cash bar.  Watch for more details.

Sunday
December 8
 ca. 12:15pm

Tree-trimming! 
Come help decorate the Tree of Knowledge in our lobby 
after platform!   We join our friends from the Freethought 
Society for this celebration of openness, freedom of 
conscience, and knowledge.  Everyone is welcome! 

Submissions to Ethical Views

 Send to Pat McGeever (only):

patethical@gmail.com 

Deadline: 10th of the month



The Art of Living
Thursday, December 12, 7:00-9:00 PM
 
Join us for another edition of The Art of Living when we 
explore “Nietzsche: The Roles of Art and Science,” Thurs-
day, December 12, 7:00-9:00 PM. Facilitated by guest C. J. 
Fearnley and hosted by Hugh Taft-Morales, “The Art of 
Living” asks us to consider questions such as “Who shall I 
be? How do I become? What highest value ought I aspire 
toward? What is the end and aim of life?” 

Wednesday, December 11, 6:30 PM

HLAA Center-City Philly

The new hearing loss group got off to a good start 
in November, with several Ethical Society members 
participating in the mix.  The December meeting will 
feature a roundtable discussion of members‛ adventures 
with hearing, and an introduction to some of the new 
technological assistive devices like loops and telecoils.  
A loop will be in use at the meeting.  For more info: Pat 
McGeever at patethical@gmail.com.

  To the Society’s Hosts During the Fall 

   2013 (Sept.-Nov.):

Joel Benjamin, 

Steve Bremner (2x)

Bob Bueding (2x)

Ron Coburn

Bill Coffey

Sandy Coffey

Janet Cooke

Nina Diamond

Arnold Fishman

Temma Fishman

Ken Greiff

Chris�an Hayden

Betsy Lightbourn

Terry Mar�n-Murley

John McCormick

Sylvia Metzler

Lyle Murley

Garry O’Rourke (3x)

Vince Russo

Nick Sanders

Harry Thorn (2x)

Rita Verbin

Leslie Williams 

  Many thanks for helping to make people

  comfortable on Sundays at our Society.



Sunday, December 15, noon to 4:00 PM

HAGP Humanlight Celebration
 

The Humanist Association of Greater Philadelphia (HAGP) invites us all to celebrate reason, compassion, 
and hope at a Winter Solstice/HumanLight Party at the Holiday Inn Fort Washington, 432 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Fort Washington, PA 19034.  The Keynote Address will be by Edwina Rogers, Executive 
Director at the Secular Coalition for America (SCA), a non-profit coalition that represents the diverse 
and growing voice for separation of religion and government.

Tickets, which include the buffet, are $20 for adults. People under 15 are admitted FREE if accompanied 
by an adult. Purchase tickets online by going to this page: http://hagp.squarespace.com/humanlight/.  If 
you would prefer to make a reservation and pay by check, write the check for the number of adult tickets 
and mail it in with a note saying how many adults and children will attend, to HAGP, P.O. Box 161, 
Willow Grove, PA.  Limited Space. Please make your reservation by December 1st!

 

Current
Art Exhibition

in the

Collier Room

Photography
by

Bob Bueding



December 2013
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

*15
11:00 a.m

16 17 18 19 20 21

*22
11:00 a.m

Winter Solstice
Hugh Taft-Morales

23 24 25 26 27 28

*29

NO PLATFORM

30 31

                            

Meetings
6:30 p.m.

Education Committee
7:45 p.m.

Ethical Action Committee

Meetngs
6:30p.m.

Finance Committee

6:30 p.m.
HLAA Cemter-City Philly

Pat McGeever

7:00 p.m.
Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives

to the Death 
PenaltyMeeting

*Child care provided
  during all platforms

Meeting
6:30 p.m.

EHSoP Board
Marked

Cassandra Lewis
Amnesty  

International
7:00 p.m. 

7:00p.m.
The Art of

Living

CJ Fernley

      
           DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2  Yuiji Miyakawa
3 Jack Schwar
5 Josh Bickford
7 Bill Coffey
10  Ron Coburn
14 Ann Gay Freed
14 Richard Kiniry
16 Elizabeth Leonard
21 Bertha Stovall Waters
23 Irvin Carter
23 Bob Moore
25 TBA

11:00 a.m.
Tree of Knowledge

Hugh Taft-Morales
12:15 p.m.

Decorating the Tree of 
Knowledge

5:30 p.m.
Rights of 

Indigenous 
Peoples

TBA

1 2 3
11:00 a.m.

Weaseling Out
Walt Vail
7:00p.m.

Intro.- Ethical Humanism
Hugh Taft-Morales

Noon
Humanlight Celebration
HAGP (NB: not at E.S.)

Erratum:
In our November issue, the November 17 flower 
dedication was listed, “For the unification of 
mankind.”  It should have read: “humankind.”

6:00 p.m.
Community 
Circles

Human Rights
Write-a-thon



                     
                     Ethical Humanist Society 

of Philadelphia 
1906 South Ri�enhouse Square

Philadelphia, PA  19103

Hosts - Coordinated by Nick 
Sanders

Coffee Hour, Coordinated by 
Ken Greiff

(Alphabe�cally by last name)

December 1 - Group A-E

December 8 - Group F-K

December 15 - Group L-O

December 22 - Group P-Z

December 1 - Bob Kay, Nick Sanders

December 8 - Garry O‛Rourke, John 
Marshall

December 15 - Sandy and Bill Coffey, 
Janet Cooke

December 22 - Ken Greiff, Marta 
Guttenberg

SUNDAY SERVICES

Flowers Coordinated

by David Ralston

December 8 - Betsy Lightbourn, “In 
loving memory of Dale H. Drews, 
life partner and co-conspirator, with 
whom a deep rela�onship was kindled 
through the ‘li�le blue books,’ Kansas’ 
contribu�on to free thought.”

December 15 - Nina Diamond, “In 
celebra�on of the life of my Dad, 
Philip J. Diamond.”

December. 22 - Pat McGeever, “Cele-
bra�ng the birthday of my late, 
wonderful wife, Rachel Maloney 
McGeever.”

Ethical Views is published monthly
except July and August.

Editor, Pat McGeever
Layout, Janice R. Moore
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December 1 - Doris Leicher, “In 
honor of Howard‛s Birthday”


