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After three decades of working to 
reform public schooling so that all 
children can get the education they 
need, I concede defeat.  I have been 
defeated by intractable resistance to 
making all schools great schools.  For 
decades we have watched as 10-15,000 
Philadelphia students drop out of high 
school.  In Philadelphia, nearly one out 
of every two adults is functioning at a 
low-literate level.  That removes two-
thirds of them from any hope of gainful 
employment.  So why am I still an 
optimist?

Sunday, March 18, 2012

Can Capitalism Be Fixed?

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader of 
the Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia

The Occupy Movement feels like a 
cry of anguish and a plea for justice.  
It results from seeing greed rule and 
people suffer.  What should we do?  
Is capitalism so broken that we need 
to replace it?  Can it be ýxed through 
oversight and regulation?  Can it be 
saved from within through responsible 
stewardship?  Explore these questions 
and more with Ethical Culture Leader 
Hugh Taft-Morales.

Sunday, March 25, 2012

Spring Festival

Members of the Education 
Committee, Terry Marian Martin-
Murley, Chair

Itôs spring!  Itôs spring!  The bird is on 
the wing!  Time for the Spring Festival 
at the Ethical Society, with music, 
dance, poetry, and celebration of this 
time of renewal.   Weather permitting, 
an invasion of the Square is not out of 
the question.

 <>

Sunday, March 4, 2012

Apocalyptic Environmentalism: Is the 
End Near?

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader of 
the Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia

Many environmental activists warn that 
ignoring climate change is leading to 
dramatic ecological and humanitarian 
catastrophe.  Some say weôve already 
passed the tipping point - that rising 
sea levels and collapsed ecosystems 
will threaten our very survival. How 
do we process such challenging 
predictions?  Do we take comfort in 
critics who denounce these activists as 
exaggerating Cassandras? Or has the 
horror of ecological apocalypse driven 
our species into nearly suicidal denial?  
Whatôs a humanist to do? 

Sunday, March 11, 2012

Poverty, and Why I (Still) Believe We 
Can Do Something About It

Judith Renyi,  Executive Director, 
Mayor Nutterôs Commission on 
Literacy

Mayor Michael Nutter recently 
appointed Dr. R®nyi to her current 
position to address adult readiness for 
work in the new knowledge economy.  
She was most recently Dean  of the 
Schools of  Graduate and Professional 
Studies at Rosemont College.  Previous 
positions include Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at the American 
College of Education, President of the 
NEA  Foundation for the Improvement  
of  Education, and founding Executive 
Director of the Philadelphia Partnership 
for Education.

ñGet to Know Usò Social, 
Sunday, March  4, 
7:00-8:30 PM

Come learn about the history 
and philosophy of Ethical 
Humanism.  Leader Hugh Taft-
Morales will offer about a 30-
minute presentation followed 
by reþections from members on 
what Ethical Humanism means 
to them.  We will then open it up 
to a lively question and answer 
period.  The evening offers 
those new to ethical humanism 
a chance to learn more about it 
in a relaxed atmosphere.  Wine 
and cheese will be served!  Open 
to the public - please RSVP to: 
leaderhugh@phillyethics.org




