RACISM AND RUTH BADER GINSBURG
By Stan Horwitz
As I sat down to write this column, a news alert appeared on my iPhone about Ruth Bader
Ginsburg’s death. My plan was to write this column about the 19th Amendment, but I decided
to dedicate this column to RBG. The news of her death hit me hard! Upon hearing the news, I
thought about the exhibit at the National Museum of American Jewish History, where I learned
about RBG’s career as a feminist, judge, lawyer, mother, and wife.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg will go down in history along feminist icons such as Susan B. Anthony as
one of history’s most accomplished American feminists. We recently celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the 19th Amendment which allows women to vote. We have Susan B. Anthony to
thank for passage of that amendment. Justice Ginsburg also achieved historic wins for
feminism.
Thanks to Notorious RBG, as she is widely known, women can open credit card accounts in their
own name and they have the same rights as men to education at every level. When she was a
law professor, RBG fought for pay equality for herself and her fellow female law professors.
RBG was also a passionate defender of the rights of the LGBTQ community, undocumented
immigrants, disabled people, and voting rights.
In terms of racism, RGB’s role in history is nuanced. She recognized that barriers to voting
disproportionately disenfranchise black voters. That is what motivated her to fiercely defend
voting rights in the United States Supreme Court, but her record on racism is mixed. During a TV
interview with Katy Couric, RBG said she thought that Colin Kaepernick’s kneeling during the
National Anthem before NFL games was “silly,” but legal. In that interview, she didn’t
acknowledge what Kaepernick was trying to convey. RBG later expressed regret at making that
comment, but she still did not address Kaepernick’s concerns about racism among police.
Like all of us, RBG was a flawed human being, but she got along with everyone. People need to
understand that none of us, including RBG, is superhuman. RBG clearly had issues accepting her
own mortality and her opposition to voting laws that disenfranchise people of color should be
recognized as an indication that she opposed racism. Perhaps RGB’s biggest flaw was her failure
to recognize her own mortality. In fact, she planned to officiate at a wedding on the day of her
death. She had asked the bride and groom two days earlier to postpone the wedding because
of her illness, so it is obvious that RBG did not recognize her own mortality.
Being anti-racist is not a state of being, but a journey. I am on that journey, doing my best to
become as anti-racist as possible. From the brief amount I have read about Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, I can see that she was also traveling on the same journey. In fact, the wedding RGB
intended to officiate on the day she died was for Eric Motley (a prominent black conservative
political commentor and Executive Director of the Aspen Institute). Eric and his wife Hannah are
an interracial couple. RGB, who is a close friend of Eric’s offered to officiate at their wedding.

