THE MAIL, THE COUNT, THE VOTE
By Kate Esposito
There are many attacks in this war on democracy that especially take aim at people of color. The
insidious nature of these assaults have terrible implications, as they make the ongoing task of creating a
more perfect union for all of us difficult and onerous.
First, let’s look at voting. Congressman John Lewis said, "The vote is the most powerful
nonviolent tool we have." He referred to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act as its “heart and soul.”
Nullified by the Supreme Court in 2013, it had mandated that any change in voting practices would
have to undergo pre-clearance by the U.S Attorney General or the U.S. District Court in D.C. in 9
states, 7 in the deep South, and parts of 7 others. This cancellation cleared the way for pernicious voter
suppression efforts like Voter ID laws, closing polling places in black, brown and college communities,
purging voter rolls, challenging eligibility and shortening early voting periods.
Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the formula was "based on decades-old data and eradicated
practices." While in her dissent, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg compared the decision to getting rid of
pre-clearance to “throwing away your umbrella in a rainstorm because you are not getting wet.”
The latest effort to de-legitimize voting by mail by the Trump Administration, especially during a
pandemic, is further proof that voter suppression is alive and well. His enabler, Postmaster General
appointee, Louis DeJoy, is a Trump supporter and campaign contributor.
In a July 31 USA Today article Mark Dimondstein, president of the American Postal Workers
Union, said DeJoy had "instituted policies over the last week or two that have reduced the amount of
hours of work the employees are performing, reduced the hours of many retail operations, and changed
transportation schedules so that if a truck is not full, it doesn't go.” He added that the changes in policy
are directly responsible for unprecedented delays.
He added that under normal circumstances, mail-in voting is an air-tight system, despite Trump's
recent attacks on it.
Trump is also threatening to issue an Executive Order to curtail voting by mail.
According to an April 28th article in The Hill, there have been only one hundred forty-three cases
of fraud using mailed ballots over the last 20 years.
Lastly there’s the Census.
The Washington Post reported on August 9th that Census advocates warn that the Trump
administration’s decision to end the constitutionally mandated count a month earlier than planned will
result in a dramatic undercount of Black and Latino communities across the country, which could have

grave effects on federal funding and political representation in their neighborhoods. They point in
particular to alarmingly low response rates in places such as the Rio Grande Valley in Texas and the
Bronx in New York.
These diabolical efforts to suppress the vote is a closed-loop attempt, not even poorly disguised
during a pandemic, to fulfill Trump’s self-serving prophecy of a rigged election that he hopes will work
to his advantage and democracy’s demise. The census undercount will hurt communities that are not
part of his base, but are in great need of economic justice and political representation.
Once again, people of color are at risk of being disenfranchised and cheated.
So please join our post card writing efforts to Reclaim Our Vote. The stakes for our democracy
could not be higher.

