WHY THE GOAL OF ENDING RACISM IS INEXTRICABLY TIED TO ETHICAL
HUMANISM
by Stan Horwitz
Every month, our Ethical Views editor sets aside space for this column. Every month, a different
member of the Ending Racism Task Force volunteers to write this column. This month, it is my
turn to write this column.
I am going to share with you why I believe that one cannot be an Ethical Humanist without
renouncing racism. I am fairly new to Ethical Humanism, so I have a lot to learn, so this is what I
have learned, thus far.
Every Sunday before the Platform begins, we are reminded of the words of the late Richard
Kiniry and Curt Collier who are both former Ethical Culture leaders. Richard and Curt taught
that the primary belief in Ethical Culture is “if we relate to others in a way that brings out their
best, we will at the same time elicit the best in ourselves.”
As we strive to bring out the unique abilities in other people, we bring out our own unique
abilities, so the reverse must also be true. If we relate to others in ways that prevent the best in
them being brought out, we also inhibit bringing out the best in ourselves.
When we behave in a racist way towards another person, we prevent ourselves from bringing
out our best, so we become victims of our own racism.
Because of racism, millions of people of color have had their unique abilities held back. This is
antithetical to Ethical Culture. No one can bring out the best in themselves by relating with
anyone in a way that does not bring out their best. This is why I feel that racism and Ethical
Culture are polar opposites. So, to be faithful to Ethical Culture, we must actively oppose racist
behavior and call it out whenever we encounter it.
None of us white people can fully relate to people of color if we allow racism to taint our
interactions with them. Racism brings out the worst in others, not their best. As a result, no one
can bring out their best by being relating with others in a racist way. To build ourselves up, we
must avoid engaging in racist behavior.
With that in mind, I invite my fellow Philadelphia Ethical Society Members to join the
Philadelphia Ethical Society’s Ending Racism Task Force. You can see Sylvia Metzler, Erik
Younge, Marta, Bob Bueding, John Marshall or McCormick, Michi, Nick, Betsy, me, or any of the
ERTF’s other members for more information about our task force.

