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Sunday Platforms

Leader’s
Message

Sunday, September 13, 2009

Living Ethical Humanism
Speaker: Richard L. Kiniry, Leader
of the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
The Society as part of the Ethical
Culture Movement offers not only a
philosophical theory about life but also,
if we care to work with it, an approach to
living. What does ethical living mean?
Certainly not obeying traditional moral
rules. As we start our new season, I will
offer the idea that having the courage to
be yourself not just as an individual but
as a person among others is the route to
living well.
Sunday, September 20, 2009
Fall Festival
To remind ourselves of our commitment
not only to the worth and dignity or each
individual but to the larger universe of
which we are a part, we will celebrate
the fall equinox by screening Yann
Arthus-Bertrand’s 93-minute ﬁlm,
Home, which has been described as “an
ode to the planet Earth’s beauty and
its delicate harmony.” There will be a
brief intermission midway through for
coffee, snacks and discussion.
Sunday, September 27, 2009
350.org: Putting Deed Before Creed
Speaker: Howard Peer, Consulting
Engineer and President Emeritus
of the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
Humanity is ﬁddling as Earth is
burning. 305.org is an international
campaign trying to create a viral
model to energize people to act to
tackle climate change. Howard will
tell us how it works and what we can
do to participate in the Day of Action
<>
scheduled for October 24.

“Empathy”

Thursday Night Talkies

September 17, 2009, 7:00 PM
GORILLAS IN THE MIST

By Richard L. Kiniry

I’m regularly outraged by news reports
on the radio but I don’t usually consider
the reports to be insults to my religion.
The values of the Ethical Culture
Movement are often challenged or
disregarded in the political arena
but rarely has one of our core values
been speciﬁcally attacked as wrong
and un-American. In the ordinary
course of politics our values are often
ignored – respect for other human
beings is ignored as the nation goes to
war, the poor and disadvantaged are
left to wallow in their problems and
playing fast and loose with the truth
is commonplace in the political arena
– but when Sonia Sotomayor was, as I
heard on the radio, declared unﬁt for
the Supreme Court because she has
shown signs of empathy for people,
that was a direct attack on our religious
values.

Dian Fossey, through tireless dedication
and fascination, was the ﬁrst person to have
interspecies contact with rare Mountain
Gorillas. They became her friends and
family. Yet she was unable to protect
them from human attack. Eventually
her efforts led to her own brutal murder.
Dian truly put “Deed before Creed” in her
relentless campaign to save the Mountain
Gorilla. She was highly criticized for zeal
and single mindedness of purpose. Now,
25 years after her death, the Mountain
Gorillas continue to be in danger from
human intervention. After the movie we
will review a synopsis of a recent National
Geographic report on her recent activities
and the gorilla’s status.
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Leader’s Message (Continued)

We already knew that some political
groups have little empathy for people
different from themselves, but to
directly attack empathy as a problem
makes explicit the underlying difference
in approach between them and us. You
know how bad things have gotten when
empathy is belittled.
Many of those anti-empathy politicians
wear their religion on their sleeves
and I have to wonder what they are
learning in the pews of their religious
institutions. Obviously they have some
notion that what serves them and their
kind must be universally true and good
and that Supreme Court Justices ought
to think like them and decide cases in
conformity with their interests.
So, although we don’t need more
evidence that in America there is a
considerable divide in understanding
of what makes a good society, it is
useful to have clear evidence that the
divide is not just in political terms but
also in religious terms. We Ethical
Humanist believe that living is not a
static experience but a relational one;
we accept that those around us are not
just stage props but part of us, and the
community we build should reﬂect that
empathic understanding.
So much of
our public life
is shaped to
keep
people
in line rather
than reﬂecting
the
diversity
of needs. Our
laws ignore the
“Prisoners Exercising” by reality in which
Van Gogh after Dore
many people live,
treating us as objects to be restricted
rather than as individuals who need
respect and empathy. When we as an
Ethical Society take stands on social
issues, we should realize that empathy,
one of our foundational values,
demands that we ask who might be hurt
by our stand.

I hope Justice Sotomayor does take her
empathy into Supreme Court decisions.
As a Latina she can see and feel the
injustice that is too often written into
so many of our laws. Rich, white
men wrote our Constitution and then
proceeded to rule on the constitutionality
of every new law, but that document
has evolved only because Justices have
found windows of empathy through
which to widen the rights of all.
Empathy is one of our sacred values.
Besides personally practicing it every
day, we should work to make it part of
our laws, customs and community life.

Welcoming
Lunch
September 13 is our
ﬁrst Sunday back and
we will celebrate it with
a Welcoming Lunch.
Please contribute to
this lunch if you are
in the ﬁrst or second
Sunday group (letters
A through K). More
than ﬁnger food would
be appropriate.

<>

Multicultural Fluency and Anti-Racist Activism
A Workshop offered by the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
Saturday, October 17, 2009, 9:00AM – 3:00PM

This interactive workshop promotes anti-racist activism and multicultural
ﬂuency in the lives of participants, their family and their friends. Anyone, of
any racial and ethnic background, is welcome to attend. But there will be special
emphasis on helping whites become more effective and conﬁdent allies in antiracist work. Within an environment of safety and integrity, we will explore
how to transform roadblocks to multicultural agency in ways that bring out our
best. The values and ideas of Ethical Culture will inform our discussions. We
will break from noon until 1PM for a brown bag lunch. Coffee and tea will be
provided.
Topics include:
The Nature of Race and Racism – The History of Social Construction
Unpacking Invisible White Privilege
Subtle Forms of Prejudice: Understanding “Aversive Racism”
Transforming Liberal White Guilt into Positive Empowerment
The Obama Phenomenon: Potentials for New Perspectives on Race
Workshop facilitator Hugh Taft-Morales is an
Intern Leader at Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia. He served as Director of Diversity
and Community at the Edmund Burke School from
1997-2002, authored “The ‘Two-Ness’ of Blacks
and Whites in Independent Schools,” published in
The Souls of Black Folk: Centennial Reﬂections, by
Africa World Press (2004). He also appeared on the
2001 television program “Race and Racism,” an
installment of No Dogs or Philosophers Allowed.

Hugh Taft-Morales

Ethical Action Resolution of the American Ethical Union

Climate Change 2009

Call to Action from the National Leaders Council and the
National Service Conference of the American Ethical Union
Proposed to the 94th Assembly of the AEU St. Louis, Missouri, June 2009
WHEREAS: Climate Change is a catastrophe driven by human choices that have resulted in unsustainable and inequitable
use of carbon-releasing energy sources, and
WHEREAS: The United Nations has determined to seek a new Framework of Action with regard to Climate Change at
the Copenhagen Conference on Climate Change in December of 2009, and
WHEREAS: A global shift in policy must be led by those nations with the highest per capita use of carbon-releasing
energy sources, chief among them the United States,
THEREFORE: We urge all governments, especially the United States,
To reprioritize state interests and implement Climate Change policies that acknowledge our collective interdependence
and responsibility, and
To recognize and address the underlying inﬂuence of consumerism, waste and increasing population on Climate
Change.
FURTHERMORE: In order to increase institutional conscientiousness and promote an ethical maturity
around Climate Change that acknowledges its impact on human life and the natural world of which we
are a part, we call upon the Leaders and members of The American Ethical Union:
To take initiatives designed to change behavior among all sectors -- governmental, business,
individual, and especially within our Societies -- to reduce our carbon footprint, and
To support the National Service Conference’s efforts to integrate a moral dimension into the United
Nations’ Climate Change agenda through active participation in the NGO Working Group.

Ethical Action: Reducing Our Carbon Footprint
— Doris Leicher
The American Ethical Union has posted a Resolution on Global Warming on their website. The
AEU charges Ethical Societies to take initiatives in all sectors and within the societies to reduce
our carbon footprints. And to support the National Service Conference’s efforts to integrate a
moral dimension into the United Nations’ Climate Change agenda through active participation
in the NGO Working Group. In the spirit of this resolution EHSoP will feature information about
Global Warming during the Fall Festival.
The EAC has been working on coordinating activities with 350philly.org, which is an organization
promoting action to get world leaders to decide on a reduction of carbon emissions at the safe
level of 350 parts per million. We will be making a presentation on the subject on September 27
and are preparing to hang a banner supporting the project on the building.
350philly.org will be joining a day of worldwide activities on Saturday, October 24. We are
planning to set up a table on that day in front of our building and hand out joint (EHSoP and 350.
org) brochures.
MEMBERS, PLEASE MARK THE DAY IN YOUR CALENDARS AND
CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR TIME SLOTS (as at the recent book sale) TO STAFF THE TABLE!

Health Care Reform – 2009
The National Leaders’ Council of the American Ethical Union
supports current efforts to reform the United State’s health care
system in order to provide affordable, effective and dependable
health care for all. We reafﬁrm our historic position that “Health care is
a right to which every man, woman and child is entitled”*. Although the
present proposed bills in Congress do not address all the issues of concern
to us, we support President Obama’s effort at creating a just and fair
health care system, We expect that any national health insurance reform
legislation should contain:
Availability of health care to all persons, regardless of age, ability
to pay or preexisting conditions.

Many Faces at Camp Linden
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On Camp Linden
Workdays several
people (of all ages)
help to ready the
Camp for summer
activities.

Universal insurance coverage that would include preventive,
diagnostic, therapeutic and rehabilitative services and mental
care, for as long as necessary.
Assurance of freedom of choice for patients and doctors and
equality of price for all.
Nothing in such health care legislation should preclude the private practice
of medicine or the private funding of medical care or research.

P

* AEU 1973 statement on health care
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IHEU August 2009 Report
Much of the society’s activism in the real world is performed
through the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU),
the world umbrella organization for Humanist, ethical culture,
rationalist, secularist and freethought groups. Based in London, it
is an international NGO with connections to the UN, UNICEF, the
Council of Europe and UNESCO. It sponsors the triennial World Humanist
Congress. Its goal is “a world in which human rights are respected and all
can live a life of dignity.” You can follow their activities at their web site
at www.iheu.org.
Here are some headlines from the IHEU August 2009 report. You can
view the full report on our website, www.phillyethics.org
•

IHEU protests attack on IHEU representative in Nigeria by
Liberty Gospel Church.

•

Gay and Lesbian Humanist magazine published: www.
gayandlesbianhumanist.org

•

Australian Humanists ask Australian governments to withhold
support for future armaments sales exhibitions

•

Latest edition of Youth Organization (IHEYO) Youthspeak

•

Australian Humanists call for Establishment of a Charities
Commission
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This year’s EHSoP picnic on June 7th
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Campers make
a run for it during
play.

A

Below:

M
P

Jean Bradley
(right) plays a
game with two of
the girls.
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Summer Seconds
Sale
(aka, Books, Etc. Sale)
— Nick Sanders

Thanks to many Society members and
associates, our Saturday, June 27 sale
of books, etc., was a success on several
counts. First, we made some money for
the Society: $1,029. Second, we freed up
and tidied space that had been cluttered by
the accumulation of books, etc., donated or
purchased for long-past uses. And last (but
not least, as they say), we experienced a
sense of community in our common efforts
related to the sale.
Here’s a brief acknowledgment of the
extensive support given to making the sale
a success:
• Jean Bradley, for arranging for use of the
auditorium, for making a publicity ﬂyer, for
organizing and setting up beforehand and
for sales work all the day of the sale.
• Ron Coburn, for sales work at the end of
the day and helping pack up on Sunday.
• Mary Lou DaSilva, for sales work in the
afternoon.
• Doris Dabrowski, for sales work in the
afternoon.
• Temma Fishman, for coordinating the
snack and drink sales and for cashiering in
the morning.
• Ken Grieff, for sales work at the end of the
day, for helping to tidy up and for packing up
and moving books out on Sunday.
• Marta Guttenberg, for helping pack up
and move books out on Sunday.
• Richard Kiniry, for selecting and storing
books, setting up for the sale and being a
salesperson the day of the sale.
• Doris Leicher, for helping set up and for
sales work in the afternoon.
• Betsy Lightbourn, for strategizing about
the sale, for organizing and pricing books
for the sale and for sales work during the
sale.
• Saul Machles, for helping set up, for
encouraging sidewalk passersby to become
customers and for making sure excess cash
was safely stored in the ofﬁce.
• Bob Moore, for making and distributing a
publicity ﬂyer, for making a sidewalk poster
sign, for helping with sales all day and for
help packing up and moving books out on
Sunday.
• Janice Moore, for making a sidewalk
poster sign, for organizing and pricing the
art, jewelry and other non-book items and
for sales work all day.
• Henry Pashkow, for helping set up and
for sales work in the afternoon.
• Irene Putzer, for help setting up.
• David Ralston, for helping set up and price

– especially the wide range of non-book
sale items – and for being a salesperson.
• Jack Schwar, for sales work in the
afternoon.
• Chuck Ward, for sales work in the
afternoon and for help packing up.
• Ramona Ward, for Society-incomeproducing massages during the afternoon
and for help packing up.
Thanks, too, for all those who contributed
items – some pretty valuable – to the sale.
The Philly Fringe Festival helped also by
loaning us the A-frame stand used for our
sidewalk sale sign.
If you helped but were not acknowledged
here, please forgive me, and let me know. I
would like to acknowledge your contribution
<>
in a future newsletter.

The
Community
Committee
Previews the
Year Ahead
— Ken Greiff

The Community Committee has
planned a full schedule of activities and
events for the coming year. We have
planned parties and newcomer socials
and reviewed the lunch program.
Parties include Humanist Thanksgiving
(Nov. 22), Darwin Day (Feb. 13), the
Humanist Seder (March 21), and ﬁnally
the Camp Linden Picnic (June 6). This
year we are trying the price structure of
$10 if you bring some food to share and
$15 if you don’t (of course, we really
hope everyone will bring something).
If you have trouble paying this price,
we will make accommodations.
Please talk to the Leader, President
or Community Committee Chair. We
also need Impresarios to organize and
shape these festivities. Please consider
serving in this special way; it can be
a worthwhile experience and is much
appreciated by all.
Membership Growth is an important
function of the Community Committee.
Get-To-Know-Us Socials are scheduled Oct. 9, Dec. 11, Feb. 24, and April
2. These provide a chance for newcom-

ers and old-timers to discuss their spiritual journeys and how the Society ﬁts
into this important progress. Everyone
is encouraged to attend. We also need
greeters to welcome newcomers each
Sunday, and even if you’re not signed
up to greet, we certainly hope you will
take every opportunity to engage newer
people. Wearing your nametag helps.
Invite your friends to Ethical Society
Events. Post ﬂiers of events. Spread
the word!
The Community Committee is also
responsible for caring. We send cards
for birthdays or if a member is sick.
Please let us know if you need visiting,
or if you can visit someone.
The lunch program will continue much
as it did last year. We have adjusted the
groups to try to even them out: Week
1—A-D, Week 2—E-K, Week 3—LO, Week 4—P-Z. Please note, we are
not trying to wear you out when you
contribute. Simple fare is not only
acceptable, it is preferred—ﬁnger food,
little sandwiches, cheese and crackers,
frozen hors d’oeuvres—these are the
kinds of things you should bring. Save
the feast foods for the feasts, but do
contribute! If you can’t contribute on
your appointed day, we hope that you
will engage in an informal swap with
someone else so that you can contribute
another time in the month. Don’t forget
to put out the donation basket, and if
it’s not your week for cooking, please
put in your $4.00 contribution. The
humble lunch program is a signiﬁcant
fundraiser for the Handicapped Access
Fund. One more thing that we hope
each group will do is to come up with
one person who leads the group in
whatever way works in the dynamics
of that group, someone who at least
initiates the e-mails each month that
collaborate the food effort.
This should be an exciting year, and
we hope we can serve everyone and
that everyone contributes to the efforts.
The Community Committee is about
community and we will have the
community we all make.
<>

Former Guest Platforms
September 2008 - June 2009
Sunday, October 5, 2008
What if God is the Good We Do?
Speaker: Michael Benedikt, ACSA
Distinguished Professor of Architecture at the
University of Texas at Austin and author of God
Is the Good We Do and God, Creativity, and
Evolution: The Argument From Design[ers]

Sunday, March 29, 2009
How to Be Good without God
Speaker: Fred Edwords, Director of
Communications for the American Humanist
Association
Sunday, April 19, 2009
The American Ethical Union: An Invitation
to Become an Integral Part of Our Ethical
Communities
Speaker: Katharine Archibald, Executive Director,
American Ethical Union

Sunday, October 12, 2008
If There is No God, from Where Do We Get
Our Hope?
Speaker: Joseph Chuman, Leader, Ethical
Culture Society of Bergen County, NJ

Sunday, May 3, 2009
Stealth Altruism in Nazi Concentration Camps
Speaker: Art Shostak, Professor Emeritus of
Sociology, Drexel University

Sunday, November 9. 2008
I Never Met a Chimpanzee with a Learning
Disability
Speaker: Bob Kay, Retired Psychiatrist and
Associate of the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia

Sunday, May 24, 2009
Crises of Conscience for Nontheists in the
Military
Speaker: Jason Torpy, President, Military
Association of Atheists and Freethinkers

Sunday, November 16, 2008
Lifting the Hoods: Real Victims or Icons?
Art, Torture, and the Human Cost of Abuse
at Abu Ghraib
Speaker: Daniel Heyman, Visiting Assistant
Professor of Studio Art, Swarthmore College

Sunday, October 19, 2008
Meet a Real Community Organizer
Speaker: Neil Herrmann, lead organizer
Philadelphia ACORN

Sunday, November 30, 2008
Follow the Money
Speaker: Lori Lipman Brown, Director of the
Secular Coalition for America

Sunday, December 14, 2008
Civic Engagement: Once in a Generation
Opportunity for Meaningful Volunteerism
Speaker: Pedro Rodriguez, Executive Director
of the Action Alliance of Senior Citizens of
Greater Philadelphia, 1999-2007; currently
heading Pennsylvania’s Health Care 4 All
coalition-building campaign
Sunday, February 15, 2009
The Tsunami of Charles Darwin: A Sea
Change in Human Thought
Speaker: Tony Hileman, Ethical Culture
Leader, Humanist Lecturer and Activist

Sunday, January 11, 2009
Who Will Speak for the People?
Speaker: James B. Steele, Contributing Editor for
Vanity Fair and recipient (with his co-author Donald
L. Barlett) of virtually every major national journalism
award including two Pulitzer Prizes and two National
Magazine Awards
PHOTOGRAPHS
NOT
AVAILABLE

Sunday, February 22, 2009
Perspectives of Community Service
Speakers: Three Members of City Year
Philadelphia
Sunday, March 8, 2009
Nonviolent Communication: An Ethical
Practice
Speaker: Anne Klaeysen, Leader, New York
Society for Ethical Culture and Queens Ethical
Humanist Society
Sunday, March 15, 2009
Inherent Worth: From Momentary Sparks to
the Fire of Commitment
Speaker: Hugh Taft-Morales, Ethical Culture
Leader-in-Training

for

Sunday, February 8, 2009
Defending the Public, Social Activism within the
Criminal Justice System
Speaker: Nyssa Taylor, Assistant Public DefenderMajor Trials Division, Defender Association of
Philadelphia
Sunday, April 12, 2009
Sustainability in the City: Hopes and Reﬂections
of Members of Green Village Philadelphia.
Speakers: Terrie Lewine, Lindsay Gilmour and Max
Zahniser, Founders and Co-Chairs of Green Village
Philadelphia, a coalition of social entrepreneurs
working to develop Philadelphia’s ﬁrst urban ecovillage
Sunday, April 26, 2009
What Makes Us Human?
Speaker: Amanda Poppei, Acting Senior Leader of
the Washington Ethical Society
Sunday, May 10, 2009 (Mothers’ Day)
Obama’s Challenges and Promises
Speaker: Dave Lindorff, Journalist and Author of
Killing Time: An Investigation into the Death Penalty
Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal (2004) and The Case for
Impeachment (2006)

September 2009
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Rich
Rizzo

Birthdays

6

7

8

*13

14

15

Living Ethical Humanism
Richard L. Kiniry

Meeting
12 noon
Communications Committee Tom Carroll

*20

21

22

9

Meetings
7:30 p.m.
Ethical Action Committee

16

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees

23

Fall Festival

10

Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives
to the Death
Penalty
Meeting
6:30pm

17

Thursday

Scott Cox

Katie
Orange

11

12

18

19

Night
Talkies
7:00 p.m.

24

Susan
O’Connell

25

26

Amnesty

International

7:00 p.m.

*27

350.org: Putting Deed
Before Creed

28

29

30

Howard Peer

30

Mary
Wasserman

*Child care provided during all platforms
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS
Flower Dedications - Ramona Ward,
Coordinator
September 13 - Bob & Janice Moore:
“Welcome back, everybody!”
September 20 – Chuck & Ramona Ward:
“To Celebrate the UN‛s International
Day of Peace”
September 27 – Ken Greiff: “To Usher
In the Stunning Colors of Autumn”

Ushers - Betsy Lightborn, Coordinator
September 13
September 20
September 27

T.B.A.

Greeters - Ken Greiff, Coordinator
September 13
September 20
September 27

T.B.A.

Coffee Hour Lunch
September 13 - Groups A-E and F-L
September 20 - Group M-P
September 27 - Group Q-Z

Photo Credits: Page 4 - Camp Linden photos 1-3 by Nick Sanders;
photo 4 - Jean Bradley; photo 5 - Saul Machles
Page 6 - Photo of Fred Edwords by Margaret Downey;
All other photographs by Janice R. Moore.
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