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Sunday Platforms

Sunday, October 18, 2009
Mortality, Transcendence and Irony
Speaker:
Hugh
Taft-Morales,
Leader-Intern
Plato said that philosophy was
preparation for death. But facing death
honestly and courageously, even if one
is a philosopher, is never easy. For
humanists who do not believe in an
afterlife, there are particular challenges.
Whether suffering the loss of a loved
one or contemplating one’s own
mortality, we can draw strength from the
wisdom of Ethical Culture. Beginning
from an existential perspective, Hugh
Taft-Morales weaves together Ethical
Culture and his personal experience,
exploring mortality, transcendence
and the importance of irony in making
sense of the human condition.

Sunday, October 4, 2009
Honor and Freedom of Speech
Speaker: Richard L. Kiniry, Leader
of the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
Historically Honor was identiﬁed with a
man or woman’s reputation. A person’s
“sacred honor” was their reputation
for truthfulness, fairness, integrity
and dependability. While through
the years honor may have been more
a facade than real, it was a personal
quality that one protected. It does
seem that these days the facade is all
that is left. Use of our guarantee of
“free speech” is just one example of Sunday, October 25, 2009
State
how bluster can replace the quality of Speaker: Babette Josesphs,
Representative, 182nd District
honor and reputation becomes the job
of your PR handler.
Sunday, October 11, 2009
The American Homeownership Crisis
– Why millions of homeowners are in
foreclosure and what we can do
about it.
Speaker: Bruce Dorpalen, Director
of Housing Counseling for ACORN
Housing Corporation
The United States housing market has
lost hundreds of millions of dollars in
value, several million homeowners are
at risk of losing their homes, and the
economic recovery is being held back
in part by declining property values that
have not bottomed out. We got here
through predatory lending, property
speculation, toxic loan products, and
very complex securities. We need
to get out of this mess by keeping
homeowners in their houses and
stabilizing the housing markets.

In This Issue
1 Platforms; Thursday Night Talkies
2 President’s Message; Workshop:
Multicultural Fluency and Anti-Racist
Activism
3 Ethical Electrons; School For Ethics;
Get to Know Us Social
4 Calendar
5 Please Post - List of EHSoP Activities
for October
6 Flower Dedications, Sunday Morning
Volunteers

Thursday Night Talkies
October 15, 2009, 7:00 PM

Movie, discussion, popcorn & pop

A World without Water

A ﬁlm from Dr. Peter Gleick, founder
and president of the Paciﬁc Institute,
and one of the world’s leading water
experts. His name has become as
ubiquitous as drought itself, which is
suddenly making major headlines.
A report from the World Economic
Forum warned that in only twenty
years our civilization may be facing
“water bankruptcy” – shortfalls of
fresh water so large and pervasive
that global food production could
crater. This means that we’d lose
the equivalent of the entire grain
production of the US and India
combined. A World without Water
examines how the world’s water
crisis is unfolding in India, Peru, and
Detroit, providing a startling look
that hits close to home.

Platforms
at 11:00AM,
Sundays
Coffee Hour
and
Discussion
follow the
Platforms.

Musical interludes performed by pianist
Katarzyna Marzec-Salwinski
Childcare provided
at no charge.
All are welcome!

President’s
Message
Your Mother
Needs You
By Temma Fishman

As I write this in early September, the
beautiful Baltimore Orioles who fed
at my hummingbird feeders are gone.
For the ﬁrst time in 35 years, I was
extremely lucky not only to spot them
but to observe them as they drank the
nectar from feeders hung close to my
house. The male’s pitch-black head
and ﬂaming orange-yellow breast
were breathtaking. The female, who
routinely followed him to the feeder,
was less spectacular but still lovely.
She was
part of
the scene
until a
tornado
roared
l i k e
a freight train through the Medford
Lakes area on July 31. Power lines
and trees (many carbon-eaters lost) fell
causing prolonged blackouts and some
ﬁres, roofs and cars were damaged,
at least one house was completely
destroyed. Some people were injured –
my husband Arnold cut his knee badly
when he slipped and fell trying to rescue
an outdoor umbrella. Fortunately, no
one was killed. A bird’s nest landed
on my roof, having been swept out
of a tree overhanging my house. It
probably belonged to the orioles. I saw
no evidence of eggs or young birds, but
I no longer saw the female after that.

Multicultural Fluency and Anti-Racist Activism

A Workshop offered by the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
Saturday, October 17, 2009, 10:00AM – 3:00PM

This interactive workshop promotes anti-racist activism and multicultural
ﬂuency in the lives of participants, their family and their friends. Anyone, of
any racial and ethnic background, is welcome to attend. But there will be special
emphasis on helping whites become more effective and conﬁdent allies in antiracist work. Within an environment of safety and integrity, we will explore
how to transform roadblocks to multicultural agency in ways that bring out our
best. The values and ideas of Ethical Culture will inform our discussions. We
will break from noon until 1PM for a brown bag lunch. Coffee and tea will be
provided.
Topics include:
The Nature of Race and Racism – The History of Social Construction
Unpacking Invisible White Privilege
Subtle Forms of Prejudice: Understanding “Aversive Racism”
Transforming Liberal White Guilt into Positive Empowerment
The Obama Phenomenon: Potentials for New Perspectives on Race
Workshop facilitator Hugh Taft-Morales is an Intern
Leader at Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia.
He served as Director of Diversity and Community at
the Edmund Burke School from 1997-2002, authored
“The ‘Two-Ness’ of Blacks and Whites in Independent
Schools,” published in The Souls of Black Folk:
Centennial Reﬂections, by Africa World Press (2004).
He also appeared on the 2001 television program
“Race and Racism,” an installment of No Dogs or
Philosophers Allowed.

Hugh Taft-Morales

You must register for the Workshop by calling the ofﬁce at 215-735-3456.

old house remained standing without
suffering devastating consequences,
even though ﬂoodwaters swelled
around it. However, the lake created
by the dam and the life sustained by
it were swept away. This was labeled
“the thousand-year storm” because of
its rarity. It’s getting harder to deny the
effects of the changing global climate,
Was this unusual storm part of the pattern especially when these effects are up
of global warming? In 2004, thirteen close, personal and frequent.
inches of rain pelted the Burlington
County area in just 24 hours, wiping Luckily, even after the tornado, the
out dams, causing massive ﬂooding and male oriole remained a frequent,
substantial property damage. The dam thrilling visitor, until this past week,
that stood next to my house for over when the approaching fall announced
70 years crumbled under the pressure itself to him. Without his mate, he is
of onrushing water. Amazingly, our off on his long journey south to winter

in Mexico, Central or South America.
His body demands considerable energy
for the 500-mile ﬂight his species
makes across the Gulf of Mexico. The
environment must provide, if he is to
survive.
Soon the fairy-like ruby-throated
hummingbirds will leave to make their
own way to Central America. Some
will ﬂy overland but others, like the
Baltimore Orioles, will ﬂy over the
Gulf of Mexico. These birds, like so
many other species, must ﬁnd the food
they need to make these incredible
migrations in the fall and back again in
(Continued next page)

October 2009
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Honor and Freedom of
Speech
Richard L. Kiniry

*11
The American
Homeownership Crisis
– Why millions of
homeowners are in
foreclosure & what we
can do about it.
Bruce Dorpalen
*18

5

6

Jeffrey
Dubb

12

13
Worldly
Wisdom
Class
7:30p.m.

19

20

Mortality,
Transcendence and
Irony
Hugh Taft-Morales

*25
To be announced.

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

Carol
Kaufmann

Birthdays

*4

Thu

26

27

7

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee

14

Meeting
Pennsylvanians
Camp
for Alternatives
6:00p.m.
Linden
to the Death Community Cmte. Volunteer
Penalty
Day
7:30p.m.
Meeting
GET TO KNOW
6:00pm
US SOCIAL

Meetings
Thursday
6:30 p.m.
Education Committee
Night
7:30 p.m.
Talkies
Ethical Action Committee

Doris
Leicher

7:00 p.m.

21

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee
7:30 p.m.
EHSoP Board

28

Meeting
7:00p.m.
Camp Linden Board

*Child care provided during all platforms

22

David
Collier

17

Workshop
10a.m.-3p.m.
Multicultural
Fluency &
Anti-Racism
Activism

23

24

30

31

Amnesty

International

7:00 p.m.

29
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS
Flower Dedications - Ramona Ward,
Coordinator
October 4 - Ellen Rose: “Happy Birthday
to My Daughter Amanda.”

Ushers - Betsy Lightborn, Coordinator
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25

T.B.A.

October 11 - Nick Sanders: “Another
Happy Anniversary with My Molly.”

Greeters - Ken Greiff, Coordinator

October 18 - Temma & Arnold Fishman:
“In Loving Memory of Alvin Wolf,
Temma‛‛s Brother.”

October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25

October 25 - Open

T.B.A.

Coffee Hour Lunch
October 04 - Groups A-D
October 11 - Groups E-K
October 18 - Group L-O
October 25 - Group P-Z

Photo Credits: Photographs in this issue
are by Janice R. Moore

Ethical Humanist Society
of Philadelphia
1906 South Rittenhouse Square
Philadelphia, PA 19103

President’s Message (Continued)

spring. Every spring, I anxiously await
the arrival of the hummingbirds and the
assurance that the environment is still
healthy enough to sustain them. Now I
will wait for the orioles, too.
I feel fortunate to belong to a
community that accepts that human
beings are responsible for the fate
of this planet. Our Fall Festival was
devoted to examining the ﬁlm, Home,
a lyrical study of the fragile beauty
of this precious planet and the burden
humans have placed upon it. This ﬁlm
was part of our Thursday Night Talkies
series, sponsored by our Ethical Action
Committee. The ﬁlms in that series
explore the delicate harmony between
the climate and living things and what
we can do to sustain or restore it. On
September 17, we showed Gorillas in
the Mist, a ﬁlm honoring the struggle
of Dian Fossey to save the Mountain
Gorilla from the fate imposed by
human greed on the animals she so
dearly loved.

the 24th. The American Ethical Union,
our national organization, adopted
a resolution on climate change, “a
catastrophe driven by human choices.”
This resolution calls for its leaders and
members to work to change behavior in
government, business, in our personal
lives and certainly in our Societies, to
reduce our carbon footprint. You can
read this resolution, entitled Climate
Change 2009, in full in our September
newsletter.
In Leader Richard Kiniry’s September
message, Empathy, he reminds us that
“living is not a static experience, but a
relational one.” We are in a relationship
with our mother, the planet that supports
all of us. As I feel the cooler winds of
autumn and hear the alarming reports
on the environment, I contemplate the
fate of my children and the wild things.
As a member of Ethical Culture, I have
the opportunity, with you, to work to
protect their future.
<>

SCHOOL FOR ETHICS
Worldly
Wisdom:
Great Books and the
Meaning of Life
James Sloan Allen has
created
a
humanist
approach to the Great
Books. “Worldly wisdom is made up of
good ideas and useful humanism that help
us understand our lives and give meaning
to them in this world.” The book, Worldly
Wisdom, is a series of commentaries
that follow human wisdom from Homer‛s
Iliad to the works of Sartre and Martin
Luther King.
This class is a chance for members
and friends of the Society to read
and discuss those books we meant to
read earlier in life while following the
course of humanist thinking through the
ages.
Another advantage will be the
opportunity to examine our own lives in
the presence of ideas from around the
world and through the ages.
This will be a monthly series with
participants taking turns in leading the
discussion. We will have copies of James
Sloan Allen‛s book to be lent to those
leading the discussion and participants
will be expected to have read at least
part of the selection for that month.
The meetings are planned for the second
Tuesday of the month, so our ﬁrst
meeting will be October 13th at 7:30pm.
Homer‛s Iliad will be the ﬁrst reading.

Get To Know Us Social

In support of our planet, on October 24,
our Society will participate in activities
with 350.org, a worldwide effort to
focus attention and action on global
warming. We will set up a table in front
of the Society to hand out information
about us and them. We will display
a colorful banner on our building in
support of this initiative. We need you
to sign up to help spread the word on

The Ethical Society will be holding a Get to Know Us Social on
Friday, October 9, at 7:30 pm.
This is an opportunity for newcomers and members to learn
about the history and philosophy
of the Ethical Culture movement
and to share with each other how
our spiritual journeys have led
us towards Ethical Humanism.
Help introduce newcomers to
the spirit and beliefs of Ethical
Humanism while enjoying tasty
foods and beverages. Everyone
is encouraged to attend. Invite a
newcomer, and come yourself.

Ethical Electrons
Spare Trees
If electronic delivery of this
newsletter works for you, we’ll be
able to reduce our printing costs
and save on postage, as well as
relieve the tedium of folding and
stamping. If you have a reliable
Internet connection and a working
printer, let us know and we’ll put
you on the list of cyber-savvy people
who get their regular Ethical Views
in electronic PDF format and print
it out themselves. Just send us an
email request at ofﬁce@phillyethics.
org, and we’ll remove your name &
address from the newsletter mailing
label list and put your email address
on the email list. And don’t forget,
you can also download the same
Ethical Views PDF from the EHSoP
website, www.phillyethics.org>.

October 2009 at the Ethical Humanist Society
Sunday Meetings at 11 AM
October 4 - Honor and Freedom of Speech - Richard L. Kiniry, Leader, Ethical Humanist Society
Historically Sacred Honor was identified with a man or woman’s reputation for truthfulness, fairness, integrity and
dependability. It was a personal quality that one protected. These days a facade is all that is left. Use of “free
speech” is just one example of how bluster can replace the quality of honor and reputation becomes PR.

October 11 - The American Home Ownership Crisis: Why millions of homeowners are in
foreclosure & what we can do about it - Bruce Dorpalen, Director, Housing Counseling, ACORN
The U.S. housing market has lost hundreds of millions of dollars in value, several million homeowners are at risk of
losing their homes, and economic recovery is being held back in part by declining property values. We got here
through predatory lending, property speculation, toxic loan products, and very complex securities. We need to get
out of this mess by keeping homeowners in their houses and stabilizing the housing markets.

October 18 - Mortality, Transcendence and Irony - Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader-Intern
Facing death honestly and courageously is never easy. For humanists who do not believe in an afterlife, there are
particular challenges. Whether suffering the loss of a loved one or contemplating one’s own mortality, we can draw
strength from Ethical Culture. Beginning from an existential perspective, Hugh Taft-Morales, explores mortality,
transcendence and the importance of irony in making sense of the human condition.

October 25 - Babette Josephs, State Representative, 182nd District
Piano interludes performed by Katarzyna Marzec-Salwinski. Coffee and an opportunity
to discuss the topic with the speaker follow every meeting. Childcare provided. All are welcome!

Get-to-Know-Us Social - Friday, October 9 at 7:30 PM
An opportunity for newcomers and visitors to learn about the history and philosophy of the Ethical Culture movement and
to share how our spiritual journeys have led us to Ethical Humanism. Refreshments provided.

Worldly Wisdom: Great Books and the Meaning of Life - Tuesday, October 13 at 7:30 PM
James Sloan Allen has created a humanist approach to the Great Books. The book, Worldly Wisdom, is a series of
commentaries that follow human wisdom from Homer<s Iliad to the works of Sartre and Martin Luther King. This class is a
chance to read and discuss those books we meant to read earlier in life while following the course of humanist thinking and
examining our own lives in the presence of ideas from around the world. Meetings are planned for the second Tuesday.

Thursday Night Talkies - October 15 at 7 PM - A World Without Water
A film from Dr. Peter Gleick, founder and president of the Pacific Institute, and one of the world’s leading water experts.
A report from the World Economic Forum warned that in only twenty years our civilization may be facing “water
bankruptcy” – shortfalls of fresh water so large and pervasive that global food production could crater. A World without
Water examines how the world’s water crisis is unfolding in India, Peru, and Detroit, providing a startling look that hits
close to home. Facilitated by Howard Peer. Movie, discussion, popcorn & pop.

Multicultural Fluency & Anti-Racist Activism - Saturday, October 17, 10 AM – 3 PM
This interactive workshop promotes anti-racist activism and multi-cultural fluency in the lives of participants, their family
and friends. Anyone, of any racial and ethnic background, is welcome to attend. But there will be special emphasis on
helping whites become more effective and confident allies in anti-racist work. Facilitated by Hugh Taft-Morales, former
Director of Diversity and Community at the Edmund Burke School. We will break from noon until 1 PM for a brown bag
lunch. Coffee and tea will be provided. You must register for the workshop by calling (215) 735 - 3456.

Ethical Humanist Society, 1906 S. Rittenhouse Square, (Southwest corner of the Square)
www.phillyethics.org, (215) 735 - 3456. Free and Open to the Public. All are Welcome!

