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Platforms
Sunday, May 3, 2009
Stealth Altruism in Nazi Concentration
Camps
Speaker: Art Shostak, Professor
Emeritus of Sociology, Drexel
University
Shostak draws on survivor memoirs
and the Spielberg Shoah video tapes
for evidence of inmates who risked
their lives to care for others – behavior
that demonstrates the ability of some
to preserve their ethics and common
humanity under the most extreme
circumstances.
Sunday, May 10, 2009 (Mothers’ Day)
Obama’s Challenges and Promises
Speaker: Dave Lindorff, Journalist
and Author of Killing Time: An
Investigation into the Death Penalty
Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal (2004) and
The Case for Impeachment (2006).
Our new president has called himself a
walking Rorschach test in that people
see in him what they want to see. Now
he is in a position where he has to be
something and do something. The danger is that in trying not to offend Republicans and conservative Democrats,
Obama may end up pleasing no one.
After running as an opponent of the
Iraq War, a populist reformer on taxes
and an advocate of working people,
Obama since Election Day has been
backpedaling furiously from all those
positions. Is he really the person millions of people worked hard to elect?
Or is he something less? His first 100
days will tell.
Sunday, May 17, 2009
Founders’ Day
We mark the 133rd Anniversary of the
start of the Ethical Cultural Movement
with reflections upon our history and
philosophy.

Sunday, May 24, 2009
Crises of Conscience for Nontheists in
the Military
Speaker: Jason Torpy, President,
Military Association of Atheists and
Freethinkers
Nontheists suffer the same ethical
dilemmas as other service members.
We consider the ethics of orders
received from our direct superiors and
our civilian leaders in government.
Nontheists have additional difficulty for
two primary reasons. First, we lack the
helpful guidance of chaplains, who are
simply not equipped and in some cases
not inclined to provide morale support
to nontheists. Second, the overt theistic
religiosity of our commanders at all
levels makes it very difficult for us to
serve with a clear conscience without
feeling as if we are perpetuating a
theocratic regime.
Sunday, May 31, 2009
Audacity of Hope Revisited
Speaker: Richard L. Kiniry,
Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
It has been an exciting season, with
both depressing news and hopeful
plans offered from the Platform. This
morning we will attempt to pull them
together, searching for an overall
<>
message for the season.

Platforms
at 11:00AM,
Sundays

Leader’s
Message
Mother Said,
“Be Good”
By Richard L. Kiniry

When I was young, and I assume when
you were young, children were often
told to be good. Then with the arrival of
puberty being moral became the issue.
In our twenties we started arguing
ethical issues. Ethics seems to be an
intellectual activity for adults. Since
they have accomplished the process
of creating a personality with at least a
degree of character, adults can discuss
and justify varied styles of behavior.
The word ethical in the name of our
Society often creates misunderstandings.
Are we claiming to be more ethical than
others? Are we claiming to be smarter
than others, or are we comparable to
Jains in India, so concerned with our
ethical beliefs that we take them to the
extreme?
When
faced
with
those
misunderstandings, I usually try
to explain that our use of the word
ethical refers to our understanding
of what human life is all about. To
be a conscious human being is to be
confronted with choices that affect
(Continued next page)
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Leader’s Message (Continued)

the lives of those around us. We don’t
claim to be better than others, nor are
we obsessed with moral rules. But we
do accept that our behavior can support
the life around us and at other times
damage that life. That is a natural, even
scientific, understanding of ethics and
we hope more people find it of use as a
foundation of their ethical values.
Of course, that is theorizing about
something that is mostly about feelings.
Just because we have a clear idea of
the origins of ethical feelings does not
mean we do a better job of being good.
We know you don’t have to believe in
god to be good but without or with god
we human beings are well practiced
in confusing good with what we
rationalize to be good, which too often
happens to be what is good for us.
Occasionally I think we should return
to childhood and be more concerned
with being good than deciding we are
right about the great ethical issues. Our
parents probably meant by “be good”
to be quiet and do what you were told
but they also meant don’t steal, don’t
hit, be nice to people, respect others.
If, as sophisticated adults, we decide
“being good” means “supporting the
life around us,” then there are many
opportunities for us to think before we
act. As an aging curmudgeon I must
admit I often find it easier to see the
speck in others’ eyes than in my own
and it is hard to step back from my
rationalized, self-righteous stand on
what is right to see before me another
human being who could use acceptance
and support.

On Saturday, April 4th, four
members representing
EHSoP -- Lyle and Terry
Martin Murley, and Doris
Leicher (Peer) and Howard
Peer -- saw local peace
activists off on “Just Peace”
trains from Philadelphia to
the National Mobilization and
March on Wall Street in New
York City.
.

Sunday Calendar - Summer 2009

SCHOOL FOR ETHICS

Introduction to Ethical
Humanism - The Ethical
Humanist Society is part of a
133-year old Ethical Culture
Movement. We are a humanist
religious fellowship. This
workshop is a chance to delve
into that history and philosophy.
We attempt to offer the “big
picture” of Ethical Humanistm
and provide opportunities for
questions. Interested visitors,
newcomers and members are
invited to examine our approach
to living as we look at our core
ideas – the intrinsic worth of
every human being, naturalism,
nontheism and ethics as a way
of life.
— Led by Richard Kiniry
Sunday, May 3, 1:15 p.m.
A People’s History of the
United States - As we mature
we learn that the history of the
United States that we learned
in high school civics class was
patriotic but not objective. This
discussion group offers an
opportunity to learn the rest
of the story. Howard Zinn’s A
People’s History of the United
States offers the counter history
of America from Columbus’s
arrival in “China” (actually,
the Bahamas) to the “War on
Terrorism”. Members, friends
and the curious are invited. The
book is available in paperback.
We will be discussing the
book’s final chapters.

“Being ethical” can have an impersonal,
issue-targeted feeling to it, but the
idea of “being good” recognizes your
presence in a relationship. And it is
that aspect of “being good” – being
someone who supports the good around
you – I’m addressing and not the idea
of being good as obeying a set of rules.
Being good doesn’t mean just thinking
the right thought but doing something First Thursdays, May 7 – 7:30
that makes life better, and I’m sure p.m., Weston Room
<>
your parents would be proud.

Although our regular Platforms will be in abeyance until
after Labor Day, we will have Sunday morning events
almost every Sunday during the summer. All will start
at 10 a.m. and will be held in our air-conditioned
meeting space with coffee following. Members are taking
responsibility for the Colloquies (a meditative, reflective
event on a different theme each time) and for leading
the Book Discussions. They will be looking for helpers,
so check your schedule and be ready to volunteer when
asked.

June

July

August

June 7
July 5
Picnic at Camp
Discussion of
Linden
Patriotism.
Reading (and
Catch a ride
in front of the
Discussion
Society at 10:30 Leader) TBD
a.m. Call Saul if
you have a car or
need a ride.
June 14
July 12
Speaker from the Book Discussion
Interfaith Trans- led by Richard
Clergy Roundtable Kiniry
or Colloquy
Susan Blackmore,
The Meme
Machine

August 2
Colloquy

June 21
Book Discussion
led by Ellen Rose
Flannery
O’Connor, A
Good Man is
Hard to Find
and Everything
That Rises Must
Converge. Copies
will be available
in the Society’s
office on May 31.
June 28
Colloquy

July 19
Colloquy

August 16
Colloquy

July 26
Book Discussion
led by Harry
Thorn
Dasher Keltner,
Born to Be Good

August 23
Book Discussion
led by Ken Greiff
Herman Melville,
Moby Dick

August 9
Book Discussion
led by Jack
Schwar
Avraham Burg,
The Holocaust is
Over: We Must
Rise from the
Ashes

August 30
Colloquy

Sun

Mon

May 2009
Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

Birthdays

*3

Stealth Altruism in Nazi
Concentration Camps
Art Shostak

4

5

*10

(Mothers’ Day)
Obama’s Challenges and
Promises
Dave Lindorff

*17

7:30 p.m.
Community Committee

11

12

Rick Zorger

18

19

Founder’s Day

*24

Crises of Conscience
for Nontheists in the
Military

7

6:30 p.m
Finance Committee

1:15p.m. - Class

Introduction to Ethical
Humanism

6

25

26

13

A People’s
History of
the U.S

7:30 p.m.

14

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Education Committee
7:30 p.m.
Ethical Action Cmte.

Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives
to the Death
Penalty
Meeting

20

21

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees

27
7:00 p.m.
Camp Linden
Board of Trustees

Jason Torpy

Class

Jean
Bradley

6:00pm

22

Thursday
Night
Talkies
7:00 p.m.

Ethel
Boyerr

28
Robert
Kay

Amnesty

Gian
Polizzi

*31

Marion
Steininger

International

29

23
Nonviolent
Communications
Practice
Session
11:00 a.m.

30

Mary Lou
Da Silva

7:00 p.m.

Audacity of Hope
Revisited
Richard L. Kiniry

1:00 - p.m. Annual
Membership Meeting

*Child care provided during all platforms

Annual Membership Meeting

Thursday Night Talkies
May 21, 7:00 PM

Immediately after Richard’s platform on Sunday, May
31, we will assemble for our Annual Membership
Meeting, to conduct some very important business.

Movie, Discussion, Popcorn and Pop

Sunday, May 31, 2009

Members will be voting on the slate of candidates to
serve on the Board of Trustees and on the budget
for 2009-10. Committee chairs will report on their
committees’ activities for the past year and solicit
feedback and suggestions from members and friends.
Please mark this date on your calendars and plan to
attend.

Blood & Oil, a movie by Michael Klare
Blood & Oil, based on the critically-acclaimed work of Nation magazine
defense correspondent Michael T. Klare, challenges conventional
wisdom to correct the historical record. It unearths declassiﬁed
documents and highlights forgotten passages in prominent presidential
doctrines showing how oil has driven American foreign policy for
over 60 years. Our energy and military policies are now virtually
indistinguishable. Without radical rethinking of policy we stand to be
drawn into one oil war after another.
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS
Flower Dedications - Ramona Ward,
Coordinator
May 3 - Nicholas Sanders: “In
appreciation of my wife, Molly, as we
celebrate her birthday.”.”
May 10 – Jean Bradley: “To my loving
husband Saul, my friend and partner.”
May 17 - Temma and Arnold Fishman:
“In celebration of our daughter-in-law
Brandi and son Craig‛s fourth wedding
anniversary.”
May 24 - Richard Kiniry: “Happy
birthday to my sister, Mary Eileen.”
May 31- Temma and Arnold Fishman:
“In celebration of our daughter Cindy‛s
birthday.”

Ushers - Betsy Lightborn, Coordinator
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

T.B.A.

Greeters - Ken Greiff, Coordinator
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

T.B.A.

Coffee Hour Lunch
May 3 - Group A-E
May 10 - Group F-L
May 17 - Group M-P
May 24 - Group Q-Z
May 31 - T.B.A.
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