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Platforms

Sunday, March 1, 2009
Join the Great Human Adventure
Speaker:
Richard
L.
Kiniry,
Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia
Since the idea of a heavenly afterlife
has lost most of its charm, isn’t there
something else human beings can come
together on as a shared glorious vision
of the purpose of life together? Let
us take the meaning of life out of the
heavens and put it into creating a good
life for all.
Sunday, March 8, 2009
Nonviolent
Communication: An
Ethical Practice
Speaker: Anne Klaeysen, Leader, New
York Society for Ethical Culture and
Queens Ethical Humanist Society
It’s never too late to learn a new language,
especially when it can improve the
quality of your relationships, deepen
your sense of personal empowerment
and help you to communicate more
effectively. Nonviolent communication
is a language of life that Ethical
Societies are incorporating into their
religious practices.
Sunday, March 15, 2009
Inherent Worth: From Momentary
Sparks to the Fire of Commitment
Speaker: Hugh Taft-Morales, Ethical
Culture Leader-in-Training

Platforms at 11:00 a.m., Sundays
Musical interludes performed by
Katarzyna Marzec-Salwinski
Coffee Hour and Discussion follow
the Platforms
Childcare provided at no charge
All are welcome!
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In the whirlwind of our busy lives, it is
a special moment when we experience
another person as unique and of inherent
worth. The brief moments of recognition
of another’s humanity offer us a form of
transcendence that seems both personal
and universal. How can we use these
moments to ignite and sustain the
ﬁre of commitment to build a better
world? How can Ethical Culture help
us appreciate other people in a way that
nurtures ethical and spiritual living?
Sunday, March 22, 2009
Spring Festival
This year’s Spring Festival
will be different. There will
be ﬂowers, maybe a puddle
but no babbling brook that too
often sprung a leak. We will have a few
pieces of poetry but our focus will be on
our part in the environmental crisis. We
ask that, after going to the website http://
www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.
php/GFN/page/personal_footprint/
and determining your carbon footprint,
you report your own “footprint” and tell
us what you are going to do about it.
We want ideas on what you and all of
us can do to lower our global footprint.
We are looking for fresh ideas, the more
radical the better. Being depressed is
not the only answer.
Sunday, March 29, 2009
How to Be Good without God
Speaker: Fred Edwords, Director of
Communications for the American
Humanist Association
The Pew Research Center’s Global
Attitudes Project found that 57
percent of Americans agree with the
statement, “It is necessary to believe
in God in order to be moral and have
good values.” But is this popular view
correct? Is it really true that, “without
God everything is permitted”? If not,
then where do human values come
from? Fred Edwards will address this
question head on and explain the basis
for humanist values—with practical
application to our daily lives.
<>

Leader’s
Message
The Good
Richard L. Kiniry

The city just ﬁnished a renovation of
South Street from Front to 8th Streets
and some of the improvements have
already been trashed and covered by
grafﬁti. Obviously there are contrary
visions of how South Street should
look.
After the recent snow, I noticed how
often shoveling went to the absolute
edge of the property line – someone
wasn’t going to shovel an inch of his
or her neighbor’s property. But I also
noticed how often some people kept
going to shovel a good part if not all of
their neighbor’s sidewalk.
Everywhere you look you can see
examples of people’s different ideas
of right and good. I prove that point
by constantly being judgmental about
other people’s choices of behaviors.
Although I’m conﬁdent that my idea of
right is “the right,” how can I be sure of
my rightness? It would be nice if there
(Continued next page)
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Leader’s Message (Continued)

were absolute rules with which to judge behavior. Maybe 10
rules or 613.
Except when it comes to moral behavior, we have no problem
openly preferring the good. While there is divergence of
opinion on what is preferred - say chocolate or vanilla ice
cream - we still, unless we are just perverse, mean the same
thing by good. Good is a quality of a thing or an action. Our
particular take on good is unique to the person, but the quality
called goodness remains the same. You may prefer sports cars
to minivans but in different categories what makes the two cars
good is the same - that they do what they are supposed to do
well.
Why should moral behavior be different and more difﬁcult
than choosing the best from a used car lot? Well, when we
reach for what is good or better from a collection of things or
a list of possibilities, it is because we reach for what works
– it does for us what we need. In moral decisions, it is not
just what works for us, it is what also works for others or for
everyone. It is something we do, we bring it out of a situation,
it is a quality of our actions.
We don’t need rules to recognize right and good. While there
are some difﬁcult decisions that can go either way, good
behavior is relatively obvious; we (in the words of Immanuel
Kant) feel it in our bones. The problem comes when selfinterest starts complicating the situation with reasons, often
“good” reasons, to prefer our needs over and above what our
bones are telling us.
Maybe people don’t actually want to be good, just so they are
seen to be good. Yet the word good, the idea of good, is such a
fundamentally positive quality, you would think we would all
strive not just to be seen as good but to personify the quality
of goodness in our living. But we don’t. We individualize
the good. The natural instinct that knows the good must live
with the rest of our instincts, chieﬂy with our self-interest. The
good gets twisted around and becomes what seems good to us,
what is good for us. I guess that is one reason why we say,
“life is an ethical experience”; living is always about deciding
between what appears good to our indulgent self-interest and
the greater good that could be created in any situation.
We live in a world that encourages self-expression (“I do it my
way and that’s my right”). In turn that encourages the attitude
that what’s good for me is the good. But our bones know better,
and given a chance they can feel their way through the fog to
identify the good in our situational, relational experiences. It is
easy enough to appear to be good. I know I can play that game.
But to actually want to be good in the sense of being a presence
in touch with my surroundings and ready to encourage the best
in those surroundings, that’s harder.
<>

SCHOOL FOR ETHICS
UNDERSTANDING NONTHEISM - Calling all declared
atheists, theists, agnostics, pantheists and confused
nontheists. This will be a presentation of the idea of god
found in Michael Benedikt’s book, God Is the Good We Do.
Nontheism is a creative stand on the idea of god, not just
a neutral position. In this discussion we will examine the
inﬂuence of both theism and atheism on the nontheistic
position
— Led by Richard L. Kiniry.
Sunday, March 1, 1:00 p.m., Weston Room
A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES - As we
mature we learn that the history of the United States that
we learned in high school civics class was patriotic but not
objective. This discussion group offers an opportunity to
learn the rest of the story. Howard Zinn’s A People’s History
of the United States offers the counter history of America
from Columbus’s arrival in “China” (actually, the Bahamas)
to the “War on Terrorism”.
Members, friends and the
curious are invited. The book is available in paperback. We
will be discussing chapters 13, 14 and 15.
— Led by Richard L. Kiniry.
First Thursdays, March 5 - 7:30 p.m.,Weston Room

March Thursday Night
Talkies Movie
Thursday, March 19, 7:00p.m.

Connections #1The Trigger Effect
The James Burke TV series “Connections” is
a bit of a cult favorite. This is the episode that
started it all. Burke, using the 1965 blackout as
an example, describes how we are all connected,
interdependent and dependent. And how it all
started with a plow in Egypt.

Ethics in Action—
an Invitation from the EAC

You know that little bit of the Platform format where one
of us stands up and talks about some Ethical action that
needs to be done (like a letter to your Congressman or to
a Foreign Government)? Usually the EAC picks a topic,
probably from the AEU’s Ethical Action Report, and gets
someone to present it. But ideally the members would
bring their issues forward to present, thereby empowering
the Membership.
So, we on the EAC want you to know that you can bring
your own issue. In fact we encourage it. The rules are
simple, almost none really. Mainly we would like to hear
about the things that you care about. Generally it should
be something in which other members can participate.
Petitions and letter writing are naturals. Organizing a
march or joining a committee work as well. It does not
need to be a grand issue; simply joining to help someone
in need is appropriate. If this opportunity appeals please
contact Doris Leicher (dleicher@dleicher.com), me
(public@hpeer.com) or one of the other EAC members
(Temma Fishman, Arnold Fishman, Ron Coburn). We
will schedule your presentation and help you prepare it.

Calling All Greeters!
Things we all should do to help
make newcomers feel welcome:
•

Wear your nametag.

•

Leave aisle seats open for newcomers and
latecomers.

•

Keep your eyes peeled for newcomers left
unengaged, and engage them.

•

Invite a newcomer to a party or other EHSOP
event.

•

Sign up to greet!

Please consider these measures. You make a
difference in how welcome our newcomers feel.

Summer at the Society

— Howard Peer

Calling All Encampment for
Citizenship Alumni!
A reunion is planned at the NY
Society for Ethical Culture on
Saturday, May 16, 7 - 10 PM
for those who participated in the
Encampment from the 40’s through the 90’s. There
will be drinks and light refreshments and a table on
which to display your photos, scrapbooks, souvenirs,
etc. Check Facebook and MeetUp for invitations and
RSVP to Leader Anne Klaeysen at the NY Society:
aklaeysen@nysec.org or 212-874-5210, ext. 118

Reﬂect, Review and Illuminate—The
summer program is an open time for
your Sunday morning participation.
If you have ideas, articles, books or
works of art that you would like to
discuss or have discussed, please make suggestions. If
you would like to lead a colloquy or have a colloquy
focused on any particular topic, please make suggestions.
If you would like to make a formal presentation or
have a topic discussed that requires a somewhat formal
presentation, please make suggestions.
Submit
suggestions
by
e-mail
to
Ellen
Rose (erose@temple.edu) or leave a written or phone
message for the Education Committee at the Ethical
Humanist Society ofﬁce (215-735-3456).
March 10 is the deadline as the Education Committee
meets on March 11 to consider all submissions.
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

Birthdays

2
11:00 a.m. Platform:
Join the Great Human Adventure
1

Richard L. Kiniry
Child Care provided for
6 years old and under
Class -1:00 pm
Understanding Nontheism

8

11:00 a.m. Platform:
Nonviolent
Communication: An
Ethical Practice

9

Anne Klaeysen

Child Care provided for
6 years old and under

15

11:00 a.m. Platform:
Inherent Worth: From
Momentary Sparks to the
Fire of Commitment
Hugh Taft-Morales
Child Care provided for
6 years old and under

22

11:00 a.m. Platform:
Spring
Festival
Child Care provided for
6 years old and under

29

11:00 a.m. Platform:
How to Be Good without
God
Fred Edwords

3

10

Lew Wilkinson

16

17

Saul Machles

23

24
Susan Jo
Klein

4

6:30 p.m
Finance Committee
7:30 p.m
Community Committee
Terry
Martin-Murley

11

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Education Committee
7:30 p.m.
Ethical Action Cmte.

18

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees

Class - 7:30 pm
A People’s
History
of the U.S.

12

Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives
to the Death
Penalty
Meeting

Doug
Riddle

13

14

20

21

6:30pm

19
Thursday
Night
Talkies

Christa
Vanderbilt

7:00 p.m.

25

26

7:00 p.m.
Camp Linden
Board of Trustees

Amnesty

International

27

28

Ruth Ann
Flynn

7:00 p.m.

30

31

Child Care provided for
6 years old and under

What now remains of the formerly rich land is like the skeleton of a sick man. . . .
Formerly, many of the mountains were arable. The plains that were full of rich soil are
now marshes. Hills that were once covered with forests and produced abundant pasture
now produce only food for bees. Once the land was enriched by yearly rains, which were
not lost, as they are now, by ﬂowing from the bare land into the sea. The soil was deep,
it absorbed and kept the water in loamy soil, and the water that soaked into the hills fed
springs and running streams everywhere. Now the abandoned shrines at spots where
formerly there were springs attest that our description of the land is true.
-- Plato
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS
Ushers - Betsy Lightborn, Coordinator
Flower Dedications - Ramona Ward,
Coordinator

March 1 - Lyle Murley: “In Honor of My
Loving Wife, Terry Martin-Murley.”
March 8 - Ellen Rose: “Happy Birthday
to My Granddaughter, Madeleine.”

March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 -

Greeters - Ken Greiff, Coordinator

March 1 March 8 March 15 March 15 - David Collier: “In Memory of March 22 My Father, Edwin Collier”
March 29 March 22 - Ken Greiff: “To the End of
Winter and the Start of Spring.”
March 29 - T.B.A.

T.B.A.

T.B.A.

Coffee Hour Lunch
March 1 - Group A-E
March 8 - Group F-L
March 15 - Group M-P
March 22 - Group Q-Z
March 29 - T.B.A.
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