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Sunday, February 2, 11:00 AM
Humanizing Art
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical 
Humanist Society of Philadelphia
Prior to the Renaissance, the dominant 
direction in European art was upward, 
towards the heavens, reaching for 
God.  As Aristotelian inþuences turned 
cultural perspective back to the earth, 
human beings dominated the artistôs eye.  
From da Vinci and Michelangelo to 
Rembrandt and Vermeer, beauty and 
truth came in human form. Join Hugh 
Taft-Morales as he explores this 
creative turn that fueled the aesthetics 
of modern humanism.

 
 

Sunday, February 9, 11:00 AM
The Moral and Ethical Costs of Mass 
Incarceration
Heather Ann Thompson, Prof. 
African American Studies and 
History, Temple University
 
In the last forty years the American 
criminal justice system became the 
largest in the world, incarcerating more 
people than any other country in history. 
Recently, however, our citizenry has 
begun to question the costs of this 
policy turn. Whereas politicians tend 
to emphasize the economic cost of a 
massive carceral state, Dr. Thompson 

Sunday Platforms
February 2014

asks us to reckon with its moral and 
ethical costs. She will discuss the 
impact this punitive turn has had on our 
nationôs already fragile communities 
and how it has distorted and diluted our 
very democracy.

 * * * * *
Dr. Thompson is a professor of African 
American Studies and History at Temple 
University who writes and speaks 
extensively on the history of the American 
justice system as well as current justice 
policy. Thompson is also completing the 
ýrst comprehensive history of the Attica 
Prison Rebellion of 1971 and its legacy, for 
Pantheon Books.

 

Sunday, February 16, 11:00 AM
Why Animals Matter
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical 
Humanist Society of Philadelphia

In honor of the birthday of Charles 
Darwin, Hugh Taft-Morales will 
explore the use and abuse of animals by 
homo sapiens. Non-human creatures 
serve as pets, are served on plates, and 
are strapped down for product testing.  
As guinea pigs and companions they 
are fundamental to our lives, but we 
rarely consider them independent of 
their value relative to human projects.  
Have they inherent worth?  Hugh will 
discuss some recent studies in animal 
cognition that may surprise us and affect 
how we see our fellow inhabitants of 
planet earth.

Sunday, February 23, 11:00 AM
A ñDark Symphonyò of American 
Literature
Lyle Murley, Professor Emeritus, 
California Lutheran University

Literature allows me to hear a real 
person, one to whom my only task is to 

listen.   I will try to provide opportunities 
to hear a symphony of dark voices.  We 
will listen to the strivings of the souls of 
Black Folk that W.E.B. DuBois says are 
at the core of the real America.  These 

are not voices of 
an America that 
excludes but of 
those who refuse 
to be excluded, 
voices that keep 
America striving 
to become what 
it claims to 
be, voices that 
keep looking 
for ethics that 
are real.  When 

Ralph Ellison says a writerôs role is 
ñto preserve in art those human values 
which can endure by confronting 
change,ò he laments that the ethic 
preserved in American Literature is 
too often divided: talking our idealized 
ethics while practicing pragmatic 
ethics that explain qualiýcations as 
ñadjustments to reality.ò  Ellison sees 
African-American writers striving 
for a real ethic, for a culture that 
relishes diversities while it pursues 
commonalities and celebrates real 
selves.   Literature can open my mind to 
hear a writer seeking the highest, and, 
as the words above our proscenium 
arch say, that is holy ground.

* * * * *
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