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Platforms

Sunday, January 6, 2013, 11:00 AM
Memorial Sunday
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical
Humanist Society of Philadelphia
Memorial Sunday is an Ethical Humanist Society annual tradition where members and guests remember those who
have died. Sometimes the memories
and the loss hurt, but they can also inspire us and warm our hearts. Whether we are thinking of loved ones or
historical heroes with us no longer, we
are left to honor these precious parts of
our lives by bringing out their best. It
is up to each of us to make the most of
our memories, and today we do so as a
community.
Sunday, January 13, 2013, 11:00 AM
The Betrayal of the American Dream
James B. Steele, Journalist and
Author
James Steele will discuss his recently
published book written with Donald L.
Barlett, The Betrayal of the American
Dream, which describes how the economic elite of America seized control
of policy-making to implement policies
in taxes, trade and deregulation that
have been devastating to the economic
well-being of America’s middle class.
The book has been a New York Times
best seller and has received widespread
critical and reader acclaim. The Los
Angeles Times called it ”essential reading to anyone trying to make sense of
our country’s current malaise.
James B. Steele is a contributing editor
for Vanity Fair and one of the nation’s
most honored and widely acclaimed
journalists. He and his reporting colleague, Donald L. Barlett, have been
called “almost certainly the best team
in the history of investigative journalism” by the American Journalism Review. Recipients of virtually every major national journalism award including

two Pulitzer Prizes and two National
Magazine Awards, Barlett and Steele
have worked together more than four
decades, ﬁrst at The Philadelphia Inquirer, then at Time magazine and now
at Vanity Fair. They are the authors of
eight books, including two New York
Times best-sellers.
Sunday, January 20, 2013, 11:00 AM
The Dangerous Myth of Post-Racial
America: Humanist Anti-Racist
Activism
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical
Humanist Society of Philadelphia
In 1922, Langston Hughes wrote that,
“Tomorrow, I’ll be at the table, when
company comes nobody’ll dare say to
me, ‘Eat in the kitchen,’ then. Besides,
they’ll see how beautiful I am and be
ashamed.” Ninety-one years later, while
the second inauguration of a black president holds promise for America, there
are still few African Americans at the
table. Corporate leadership is still predominantly white, blacks are thrown
into prison at a disproportionately high
rate, and people of color suffer more
acutely than others from poverty and
unemployment. Hugh Taft-Morales
challenges himself and all humanists
to deconstruct systemic racial privilege
so we can all beneﬁt from a more empowering multicultural perspective that
honors the inherent worth of all.
Sunday, January 27, 2013, 11:00 AM
Public Education, Public Good
Daniel Denvir, Staff Writer, Philadelphia City Paper
This spring, the School District of
Philadelphia announced a radical
restructuring plan that would shut
down traditional public schools and
potentially place those that remain
open under private management, and
also privatize the blue collar workforce.
The proposal, controversially funded
by secretive donors who support a
corporate model of school reform,
placed Philadelphia at the center of

an intense nationwide debate over the
future of public education.
Daniel Denvir is a reporter at Philadelphia City Paper and a frequent
contributor to Salon, The Atlantic, and
The Guardian. He has contributed
articles and radio segments to NPR’s
Latino USA, WNYC News, The Advocate, Philadelphia Daily News, AlterNet, The Nation, Grist, Labor Notes,
The Philadelphia Inquirer, In These
Times, Columbia Journalism Review,
NACLA Report on the Americas, Academe, Philadelphia Weekly, Philadelphia Public School Notebook, and The
<>
Progressive.

PLATFORM PREVIEW!
Sunday, February 3 - People,
Animals and Beasts: Ethical
Evolution

Join Hugh Taft-Morales as he
explores ethics and evolution
through philosophy, sociobiology,
and zoology in honor of upcoming
Darwin Day.
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President’s Corner

Jeffrey Dubb, M.D.

Dear Members,
I’d like to have a frank discussion
with you about the overall state of our
Ethical Society. Since I know that the
EHSOP is important to you, I want to
give you a thumbnail sketch of our
strengths, challenges, relative position
in the American Ethical Union (AEU),
and what we can do to move forward.
Let’s begin with the strengths. We
have ﬁve big things going for us. First,
we have a wonderful community of
members and friends eager to help
Ethical Humanism ﬂourish. Second,
we have a great Leader. In little over a
year, Hugh Taft-Morales has extended
the impact of the Society in the
Philadelphia area and forged alliances
with like-minded groups. Third, we
own our own building in one of the
nicest areas of the city. I think that the
only society building that rivals ours is
the combined headquarters of the AEU
and the N.Y. Society on Central Park
West. Fourth, we have two endowment
funds that provide extra income
for operations and our scholarship
program. Finally, we have Camp
Linden, which provides an opportunity
for our members to directly serve
inner city kids in Philadelphia. Camp
Linden is our own unique opportunity
for ethical action. With these ﬁve
advantages, we are in a good position
to grow and strengthen the inﬂuence of
Ethical Culture in our community.
As far as our core programs go, we
have terriﬁc Sunday platforms with
interesting presentations by both Hugh
and guest speakers as well as special

musical and dramatic offerings. Look
around you on Sunday: there are always
at least 40 to 50 people attending.
We have adult educational events,
discussion programs such as Democracy
on Trial, and the Constitution at Work
series. Our Ethical Action programs
involve members in a variety of causes
such as the move to limit shale gas
exploitation, protests against the death
penalty, action to limit the impact of
the voter photo ID law, and support
for Occupy Philly. We also have wellattended social events such as the
Humanist Thanksgiving, Darwin Day,
and the Party Before New Years.
Our greatest challenge is our relatively
small membership. At present, we
have 62 members. Between 2001 and
2011, our membership has ranged from
50 to 63. Of our 62 members, 90% are
active either in donating to the Society
or attending events on a regular basis.
We are happy with this 90% ﬁgure
because it shows that the great majority
of members are contributing to our
EHSOP community. But the small
number of members limits our ﬁnancial
and human resources. On numerous
occasions, the Board of Trustees has
listed membership growth as one of the
most important goals for the Society.
In terms of the other 24 societies in the
AEU, the memberships range from 13
to 354 with a mean of 93 members.
We are right in the middle in terms of
membership size. Most societies have
experienced a decline in membership
over the last 10 years. Part of the
explanation is the rise in the “nones,”
people who are not afﬁliated with any
religious institution. Over the last ﬁve
years, the percentage in the United
States has gone from 15.3% to 19.6%.
Almost one ﬁfth of the American
population does not belong to a
congregation. Even though EHSOP
members do not consider Ethical
Culture to be a conventional theistic
religion, the same factors that affect
the mainstream religions are probably
affecting us.

So...will our Society ﬂourish into the
future? The decision is up to each of
us as individuals and as members of a
community. What can we do to help
us grow? I want each of you to add the
objective of EHSOP ﬂourishing to your
to-do list. Here are some suggestions
for action:
● First, be able to state conﬁdently to others what Ethical
Culture means to you. Hugh’s little
elevator talk goes something like this:
“Ethical Culture honors the worth of
the individual, builds social justice,
and nurtures strong relationships so
as to bring out the best in each other.
Members of our community at the
Ethical Humanist Society support each
other as we try to live lives that best
express our values. We meet regularly
on Sundays for inspiration and
friendship and invite you to join us!”
● Second,
encourage
your
friends and acquaintances to come to
our platforms and events. Know the
platforms scheduled for the month so
that you can share our interesting topics
with others. The four platforms for
December included two timely topics
-- genetic modiﬁcation of food and
the situation with Israel-Palestine -- as
well as a talk by Hugh and the solstice
celebration. Review each month’s
listing of upcoming platforms not just
for your interests but also for possible
interest to those you know.
● Third, share your ideas
for growth with Hugh, committee
chairs, and me. While change can be
challenging, together we can ﬂourish
and help the world around us!
The future of
Ethical Humanism
in the Philadelphia
area is in your
hands! What part
will you play? <>

Response to the November Article, “What Would Felix Adler Do?”

In the November Ethical Views, we challenged the members to submit answers to the question of “What Would Felix
Adler Do?” if he arrived on a time machine in 2012. We received a thoughtful answer from Pat McGeever:
Felix Adler would be aghast at the dominant political lies of today, and would ﬁght them.
Lie #1: In a Great Recession, we must cut government spending and deﬁcits.
Rebuttal: Deﬁcits are mostly caused BY recessions/depressions, not the other way around.
Lie #2: Tax cuts, especially for the rich, lead to recovery.
Rebuttal: Bush tax cuts led to anemic recovery, then a big bust. Recovery after World War Two came when we spent
billions on infrastructure and worked our way out of deﬁcits.
Lie #3: Inequality is not a problem, because of our social mobility.
Rebuttal: Upward mobility stagnates today as inequality rises.
Lie #4: Markets are smart; government isn’t.
Rebuttal: Markets are useful for some things, but not for creating public goods.
Lie #5: “I built this.”
Rebuttal: Much of our national wealth comes from past investments in public goods.
Lie #6: National security depends on building and using military might.
Rebuttal: Aside from legitimate defense (rare) our recent wars have made us less secure and more hated.
For more information on these and related points, read the report, “Prosperity Economics” by Jacob S. Hacker and
Nate Lowentheil, available online at: http://www.prosperityforamerica.org/read-the-report.php [Ed.]

Happenings
Constitution at Work Takes a Break
University of PA Law Professor Kim Roosevelt (left) and
Leader Hugh Taft-Morales wind up the fall session of
the Constitution at Work Dec 3 with a lively discussion
of separation of state and religion with questions from
the audience. The series will continue this spring with
additional constitutional issues on March 4, April 8 and
May 6.

Photograph by Nick Sanders

Our Humanist Thanksgiving Program: Big Success
Thanks to the organizing and much more by Temma
Fishman; the turkey preparation by Doris Leicher,
Howard Peer, and Kate Esposito; the ﬁne dishes brought
by many members and attendees; and the Education
Committee’s programming with Leader Hugh, this year’s
Humanist Thanksgiving continued the Society’s tradition
of providing humanists a way to get together to express
our gratitude for our lives. We also shared our bounty with
Philabundance, a prominent local nonproﬁt that provides
food for the area’s hungry, by collecting almost $500 for
that cause.
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Announcements

The American
Continuum of
Racial Abuse
Sunday, February 3, 2:00 PM

Introduction
to Ethical Humanism
Sunday, January 6, 7PM

Hosted by Leader Hugh TaftMorales, this month’s focus
will be “The future of Ethical
Humanism.” Members and ﬁrst
time visitors will share questions
and reﬂections. Wine and
cheese will be served. Open
to the public. Please RSVP to
leaderhugh@phillyethics.org.

Worldly Wisdom Falls Apart
Tuesday,
January 15,
7:00 PM
We will be
discussing Chinua
Achebe’s Things
Fall Apart, led by
Jim DeHullu.

Christian Right
Manipulates
Public Schools
Monday, January 28
7:00 PM
The Freethought Society and
the Ethical Humanist Society
of Philadelphia continue a
commitment to co-host quality
speakers by hosting Katherine
Stewart who will speak about her
book, The Good News Club: The
Christian Right’s Stealth Assault
on America’s Children. Stewart
will expose a well-funded, highly
coordinated effort by Christian
Nationalists to use public schools
to advance a fundamentalist
agenda. Stewart’s investigative
articles have been published in
the Village Voice, Newsweek
International, Rolling Stone, The
New York Times, The Guardian, The
Daily Beast, Bloomberg View,
and Religion Dispatches.

Quote-Unquote
Portion of students with high eighth-grade test scores who
eventually complete college
If from high-income families: 74%
If from low-income families: 29%
Source: “Trends in the Well-Being of American Youth,” Mary
Ann Fox et al., Economic Policy Institute, U.S. Dept. of
Education, Washington, D.C., 2005.

Mark your calendar for a powerful panel
discussion, The Continuum of Abuse:
Slavery, Black Laws, Contract Labor,
Jim Crow, Lynching, Prison/Industrial
Complex, Death Penalty, at 1906 S.
Rittenhouse Square. Leader Hugh TaftMorales will welcome a distinguished
panel organized by Moonstone Arts
Center, a non-proﬁt founded in 1983
that fosters understanding and builds
communities through programs about
literature and history. Invited panelists
include: Vice Chair of Witness to
Innocence, Shujaa Graham, formerly
incarcerated on Death Row; Pam
Africa, International Concerned Friends
and Family of Mumia Abu-Jamal; L. V.
Gaither, activist and author of Loss of
Empire: Legal Lynching, Vigilantism,
and African American Intellectualism
in the 21st Century; Sandra J.
Jones, author of Coalition Building in
the Anti-Death Penalty Movement;
and Michael Coard, criminal defense
attorney who specializes in murder
cases and adjunct professor at Temple
University.

SAVE THE DATE!
Annual Darwin Day Celebration
Saturday, February 16,
7:30 PM
At
the
Ethical
Humanist Society
of Philadelphia, we
are informed by
science. So, we’ll
be celebrating the
204th birthday of Charles Darwin.
We’ll play Evolutionary games as
we enjoy snacks and drinks. Dress as
your favorite Freethinker!
RSVP to Temma at:
temmaﬁsh@aol.com
by February 9.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

Meetings
6:30 p.m.
Education Committee

*6
11:00 a.m. - Memorial
Svce.
Hugh Taft-Morales
1:00 PM - Community
Committee

7

7:00 p.m. - Intro. to
Ethical Humanism
Hugh Taft-Morales

*13

14

11:00 a.m.

The Betrayal of the
American Dream
James Steele

8

Pennsylvanians
for Alternatives
to the Death
Penalty
Meeting
7:00pm

15

7:00 p.m.
Things Fall
Apart
Worldly
Wisdom

*20

21

11:00 a.m

22

7:45 p.m.
Ethical Action Committee

9

Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee

16
Meeting
6:30 p.m.
EHSoP Board of Trustees

Amnesty

International

7:00 p.m.

23

24

Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Camp Linden Meeting

The Myth of Post-Racial
America
Hugh Taft-Morales

*27

11:00 a.m.

28

7:00 PM

Public Education,
Public Good

Right
Manipulates
Schools

Daniel Denvir

Katherine
Stewart

29

30

31

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3
11: 00 a.m.
Ethical Evolution
2:00 p.m.
Racial Abuse Continuum
Moonstone Arts

*Child care provided
during all platforms

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

January 10
January 11
January 14
January 18
January 21

Carol Love
Sandy Coffey
Lyle Murley
Victoria Kent
Ken Greiff
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SUNDAY SERVICE

Hosts - Coordinated by
Nick Sanders

Jan. 6 - Temma and Arnold
Fishman
Jan. 13 Terry MartinMurley and Lyle Murley
Jan. 20 - Ken Greiff and
Steve Bremner

Jan. 13 - Terry Murley, "In
honor of my magniﬁcent
husband, Lyle Murley."
Jan. 20 - Carol Love,"In honor of
Robert Burns, the Scottish poet
of the people, born January 25,
1759."
Jan. 27 - T.B.A.

Jan. 27 - Sandy and Bill Coffey
Coffee Hour, Coordinated by Ken
Greiff

Flowers – Coordinated
by David Ralston

Jan. 6 - T.B.A.

Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 20
Jan. 27

Ethical Humanist Society
of Philadelphia
1906 South Ri�enhouse Square
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Group A-E
Group F-K
Group L-O
Group P-Z

